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Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday!   

2013 was an exciting year for LFDA, but 2014 has much in store.  I hope that all of you 
will consider adopting a resolution to become more involved in LFDA.  By doing so, we 
can all bring a higher level of integrity to funeral service.  Here are a few of my 
resolutions for the year… 

RESOLUTION #1:  Become more actively involved in LFDA!  The benefits that LFDA 
brings to each of our funeral homes is invaluable.  Join a committee (or two!), attend as 
many state and district meetings as you can, submit an article for the newsletter, or head 
down to the Capitol during session.  The possibilities are endless, take advantage of all 
the great things LFDA has to offer.  

RESOLUTION #2:  Share more information and ideas with our members.  We all face 
challenges within our funeral homes every day.  It is my goal to create more 
opportunities for communication between funeral directors about these challenges and 
how we have overcome them.  For example, how we are training our employees on F.T.C 
regulations and rules.  We have tools that we use internally to train our employees.  Let’s 
share these ideas so that we can help each other and see less violations across the state. 

RESOLUTION #3:  Get our continuing education credits early!  We have a great 
program for this year’s Mid-Winter Meeting that will take place in the great city of 
Lafayette and we are planning the best Annual Convention yet!  I encourage all of you 
to get your required continuing education early.  Ken Whittaker will be speaking for four 
hours at the Mid-Winter Meeting March 26-27, 2014 on several topics that will help you 
grow as funeral directors.   

RESOLUTION #4:  Get to know our local legislators.  The 2014 Legislative Session 
begins March 10, 2014.  There is no time like the present to create or nurture a 
relationship with your local legislators.  We have big plans for session and we will need 
the memberships help more than ever to make sure that our voice is heard and great 
legislation is passed that benefits the funeral industry. 

RESOLUTION #5:  Get to know our congressional representatives.  I am looking 
forward to my trip to Washington, DC in March for the NFDA Advocacy Summit.  During 
that time, I will meet with the Louisiana representatives and talk to them about important 
issues that we are facing.  Butch Mulhearn discusses many of these issues in this issues 
Policy Board article.  I encourage all of you to read up on the issues and contact your 
representatives.  I cannot wait to share my experience with all of you when I return from 
this trip! 

I am looking forward to an exciting year.  Together, all of our resolutions can be 
accomplished.  Make getting more actively involved in LFDA your resolution this year! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

RT Delhomme 

LFDA President 
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A Message From the President 

R.T. Delhomme 
LFDA President 



2013-2014 LFDA Board of  Directors Executive Director & Staff 

The Louisiana Funeral Directors Association (LFDA) 
promotes integrity in the funeral service industry 
through education, legislation, networking and 

communications. 

LFDA Mission Statement 

LFDA Leadership 

Have an interesting article to include in the LFDA 
Newsletter?  Send suggested articles to Kathleen 
O’Regan at the LFDA office.  Your article could 

appear in the next quarterly issue!   
 

Office: (225) 767-7640 
Fax: (225) 767-7648 

Email: info@lfdaweb.org 
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Martin & Castille Funeral Home 
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Corey Tullier 
Greenoaks Funeral Home 

Corey.tullier@dignitymemorial.com 
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Kyle Deichmann 

Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral Home 
kdeichmann@stei.com 

(504) 486-6331 
 

Southwest Governor 
Lane Bernard 

Martin & Castille Funeral Home 
lane@mourning.com 

(337) 234-2311 
 

North Governor 
Mark McKenzie  

Mulhearn Funeral Home 
mkt@mulhearncorp.com 

(318) 323-0505 

Vice-President 
Joel Swisher 

Hixson Brothers Funeral Home 
joel@hixsonbrothers.com 

(318) 442-3363 
 

Secretary 
William Wimberly 

Ardoin Funeral Home 
wimberly@legacyfuneralgroup.com 

(337) 457-3371 
 

Past President 
Nicole Charlet Wilcher 

Charlet Funeral Home, Inc. 
nicole.wicher@gmail.com 

(225) 654-4480 
 

Southeast Governor 
Isabel Espinosa 

Ourso Funeral Home 
Isabel.espinosa@sci-us.com 

(225) 479-8122 
 

South Governor 
Boyd Mothe, Jr. 

Mothe Funeral Homes 
mothefunerals@yahoo.com 

(504) 366-4343 

LFDA 
P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Telephone:  (225) 767-7640  

Fax:  (225) 767-7648 
Email: info@LFDAweb.org 

 
Executive Director 

David Tatman 
david@tatmangroup.com 

 
Senior Account Manager 

Kathleen O’Regan 
kathleen@tatmangroup.com 

 
Assistant Account Manager 

Rachael Stanton 
rachael@tatmangroup.com 



Hello,  

I hope everyone had a great Christmas and New Years. Several people have made New 
Year’s resolutions and I wish you luck with each and every one. 

NFDA Policy Board Members are looking forward to going to Washington, DC in March of 
2014 for the NFDA Advocacy Summit. There will be several topics on the table to talk about 
with the Senators and Representatives. One of the most important topics will be the amendment 
of the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) Rule. NFDA will work hard this year to bring the FTC 
Rule into the 21st Century.  Everything changes over time, as we can all agree. NFDA has set 
out to try to even the playing field in the sale of funeral merchandise. It is only right and fair 
for third party sellers to abide by the same rules and standards as funeral homes have for 
years. Personally, I believe very strongly in this matter and will do everything within my power 
to amend this rule.  

Some of the other issues facing NFDA this year will be to preserve the current federal estate 
tax, preserve SSI-Medicaid funeral trust exclusions, affordable health insurance for small 
business, environmental health and safety, non-profits entering funeral service, OSHA reform, 
military funeral honors, small business, regulatory reform, international shipping standards, 
infectious disease inoculations and emergency reciprocal licensing, just to name a few.   

NFDA will continue to work closely with the Mass Fatality Inner Agency Working Group 
Disaster Response.  

Meet the Mentors will be held on March 17th and 18th in Atlanta, GA. This is a terrific 
program provided by NFDA and I hope all funeral directors, that meet the requirements, 
consider applying for their chance to attend this event. 

Please utilize your membership benefits with NFDA.  There are funeral home forms, information, 
and other valuable tools at your disposal.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Butch Mulhearn  

LFDA Policy Board Representative 
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Peter “Butch” Mulhearn 
Policy Board  

Representative 

Policy Board In Review 



David Tatman 
LFDA Executive Director 

and  
Legislative Lobbyist 

Happy New Year! 

2013 was an exciting year for LFDA as we celebrated 100 Years Promoting Integrity in 
Funeral Service.  As we begin 2014, our theme “Promoting Integrity” is still important to carry 
forward.   

2013 ended successfully for LFDA as the Last Chance Seminar was re-introduced after many 
years.  Thank you to everyone that attended this embalming focused seminar and earned your 
continuing education credits for the year.  A special thank you is extended to our Last Chance 
Sponsor, Bourgeois Casket Company!   

The Legislative Session will convene on March 10, 2014 and your Lobbying team is already 
busy preparing for an active session.  I have been traveling across the state since the New 
Year, visiting legislators and laying the ground work for strong grass roots this year.    While 
this session will not be a fiscal session, it is sure to be a busy one.  We are working diligently 
with a special ‘Yellow Ribbon’ Legislative Committee to develop language that will streamline 
the internship statute, elevate the requirements, and get quality people licensed quicker.  Rep. 
Harold Richie will be handling the bill on behalf of LFDA.  We will need the memberships help 
to promote this bill and others that come up during session.  I encourage each of you to begin 
contacting and getting to know your local legislators.  The relationships you nurture early on 
are essential to our future success during session.  Your president and policy board 
representative will be attending the 2014 NFDA Advocacy Summit in March.  There are several 
issues that we are preparing to discuss with our congressional representatives and it is just as 
important to get to know these representatives as well.   

We are excited about what 2014 will bring.  Our staff is working with your leadership to 
continue to bring new, quality opportunities to the membership.  We invite each of you to 
become more involved in the organization.  If you have not done so already, please complete 
your Committee Interest Form and join a committee or two!  There is no limit on the number of 
committees you can join.  Please keep in mind that volunteering requires a serious commitment 
of time by the volunteer and his or her employer.  By becoming active on a committee level, it 
gives you a new opportunity to share and implement your ideas into the organization.  We are 
looking for young, vibrant leaders to get involved and bring new ideas to the association.  
Please complete the Committee Interest form that was included with the dues renewal packet or 
contact our office if you are interested in joining a committee. 

We are looking forward to an exciting 2014!   

Sincerely, 

 

 

David Tatman 

LFDA Executive Director and 
Lobbyist 

David Tatman, Executive Director & Legislative Lobbyist 

Tune In 
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Funeral Service Foundation elects Jerry Schoen to its Executive Board 

communities.  
 
“I first became interested in the 
Foundation in 2007 when, as a 
Katrina Memorial 
Representative, I accepted its 
lead gift $100,000. The 
Foundation’s generosity meant 
that approximately 87 
unidentified and unclaimed 
victims of Hurricane Katrina 
could be buried with the honor 
and respect we all deserve,” 
said Schoen. “Since joining the 
board, I have been surrounded 
by passionate thought leaders 
and have been able to 
contribute to, learn and apply 
our profession’s best practices in 
my own career with Stewart 
Enterprises, and truly make an 
impact on my community and 
beyond. I look forward to 
helping lead the Foundation 
and its good work.”   
 
Schoen has been a part of the 
funeral profession for over 30 
years. He is the Management/
Community Outreach Director 
for Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral 
home in New Orleans, LA., and 
has been with Lake Lawn 
Metairie and Stewart 

Enterprises since its inception in 
1979.  He has been an 
engaged member of the 
Foundation since 2010, and 
serves on its Program, Finance 
and Communications 
committees. In addition to his 
service to the Foundation, 
Schoen is a member of NFDA, 
LFDA, ICCFA, Save Our 
Cemeteries, Fireman's 
Charitable & Benevolent 
Association, LA Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial, and is the 
vice president of Heaven's Pets 
in New Orleans.  
 
“The Foundation’s mission is to 
fund projects and programs that 
support all of funeral service in 
building meaningful 
relationships in the community,” 
said Kathy Wisnefski, executive 
director. “Jerry was a natural 
choice for this leadership role. 
His passion, dedication and 
respect for the profession are 
palpable. We continue to be 
grateful for his service.”   

The Funeral Service Foundation 
Board of Trustees met on 
October 19 in Austin, Texas, 
and elected Gerard ("Jerry") 
Schoen, III as the Foundation’s 
Secretary/Treasurer, and 
member of its Executive 
Committee. Steve Shaffer and 
Sumner “Jay” Waring, III were 
also elected to the Executive 
Committee as Chair-Elect and 
Chair, respectively. Schoen is 
slated to become Chair-Elect in 
2014, and Chair of the 
Foundation in 2016. 
 
The Funeral Service Foundation 
is the leading public foundation 
dedicated in perpetuity to 
serve the death care profession. 
The Foundation funds innovative 
research, programs and 
professional development, 
administers scholarships and 
assists communities in crisis. 
Schoen’s dedication to the 
profession is an ideal fit for the 
Foundation, which explores 
relevant and innovative funding 
opportunities that will enhance 
the death care profession, 
benefit funeral directors and 
allied professionals, thus making 
a timely impact on local 
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RENEW YOUR LFDA MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 
ATTENTION:  Membership Expired December 31, 2013! 

training.  Please visit 
www.lfdaweb.org for more 
information on our events as 
it becomes available and 
please Save the Date for our 
upcoming events listed on the 
last page of this newsletter.   
 
LFDA is dedicated to 
protecting the funeral service 
industry and the families we 
serve.  Please take time to 
renew your membership with 
LFDA and to help us become 
a more united voice in 
Louisiana. 
 
If you have not received your 
renewal invoice or have 
questions regarding your 

invoice, please contact 
Kathleen O’Regan at the 
LFDA office today! 
 
*Please note that the Revenue 
Reconciliation Act of 1993 
states that association dues 
used for lobbying activities 
are not deductible as a 
business expense.  Based on 
historical data, LFDA estimates 
the portion of dues used for 
lobbying expenses for 2014 is 
34% that cannot be deducted 
as a business expense for 
federal income tax 
purposes.  Please consult your 
tax advisor for further 
guidance.** 

LFDA keeps you at the 
forefront of training, 
education, news, networking 
opportunities and information 
relevant to the industry.  
Your support helps protect 
the funeral service industry 
now and in the future. 
 
Membership benefits include: 
legislative representation, 
networking opportunities, 
quarterly newsletter, updates 
on current industry 
information, access to 
preferred providers and our 
regularly updated website, 
www.lfdaweb.org.  We also 
provide numerous programs 
to enhance education and 

Jerry Schoen 

“Since joining the 
board, I have been 

surrounded by  
passionate thought 

leaders and have been 
able to contribute to, 
learn and apply our  

profession’s best  
practices in my own 

career…”  
- Jerry Schoen 
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Brookfield, Wis. – The National Funeral 
Directors Association (NFDA) is giving young 
funeral professionals another opportunity to 
learn from three of the profession’s top funeral 
directors and network with like-minded peers. 
NFDA’s sixth Meet the Mentors event will take 
place March 17-18 at Emory Conference 
Center Hotel, which is located on the campus of 
Emory University, in Atlanta, Ga. Meet the 
Mentors is held in cooperation with the Funeral 
Service Foundation. 

During Meet the Mentors, 50 licensed funeral 
directors and embalmers under the age of 40 
will have an opportunity to meet, learn from 
and talk with three of the country’s leading 
funeral professionals. 

Carey Bliley is president of Bliley Funeral 
Homes, which has several locations in Richmond, 
Va. He helped in his family’s business since he 
was a child, and formally joined the staff in 
1999. 

F. Daniel “Dan” Moloney Jr. is president and co
-owner of Moloney Family Funeral Homes, 
which operates six funeral home locations in 
Suffolk County, New York; Affordable 
Cremation Services of New York; and the 
Nassau-Suffolk Crematory. He has worked in 
funeral service for more than a decade and is 
very active within the profession. 

Dana Jones Wynn is the president and CEO of 
Jones-Wynn Funeral Home and Crematory, 
which has two locations, Villa Rica and 
Douglasville, Ga. A second-generation funeral 
director, Wynn also oversees Meadowbrook 
Memory Gardens and a newly added 
crematory. 

During the program, each mentor will give a 
presentation during which they share lessons 
they have learned while building successful and 
fulfilling careers in funeral service. Following a 
panel discussion featuring Bliley, Moloney and 
Wynn, participants will have an opportunity to 
personally engage with each mentor in small 
group discussions. 

Participants in the March and August 2013 
Meet the Mentors event offered the following 
comments about the program: 

“I really enjoyed meeting funeral professionals 
in my age range. I got just as much information 
from the mentors as I did from visiting with the 
other attendees.” 

“The information I received was life-changing. 
What a great program geared toward the 
future of funeral service.” 

“Meet the Mentors not only provided 
innovative information for me to utilize and 

bring home to my business, but also created an 
invaluable networking opportunity, which set 
the groundwork for lasting friendships and 
lifelong business relationships.” 

“The mentors and attendees gave me great 
hope for the future of funeral service as well as 
great ideas for my personal and professional 
growth. Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart!” 

There is no cost to participate in the Meet the 
Mentors program itself; the 50 individuals 
selected to attend only pay for their 
transportation to the program. The cost of the 
registration fee, access to the three mentors, 
one night of lodging, a reception and dinner 
the night before the program, and continental 
breakfast and lunch the day of the program – 
a $699 value – has been generously covered 
through a grant from the Funeral Service 
Foundation. 

The names of the 50 participants will be 
randomly drawn from among all who enter via 
the NFDA website, www.nfda.org/mentors. 
Entries will be accepted through midnight 
January 24, 2014. Entrants must be NFDA 
members in good standing, licensed funeral 
directors and/or embalmers, and under 40 
years of age. 

The names of the 50 participants will be drawn 
the week of January 27 from among all entries 
received. Each day, Monday through Friday, a 
member of the NFDA staff will draw 10 names. 
The drawings will be available for viewing on 
NFDA’s website, social media sites and 
YouTube channel at 2 p.m. CST each day. 

Complete details about the NFDA Meet the 
Mentors program, including eligibility 
requirements, can be found on the NFDA 
website, www.nfda.org/mentors. Members can 
call NFDA at 800-228-6332 with questions. 

NFDA is the world’s leading and largest 
funeral service association, serving 19,700 
individual members who represent more than 
10,000 funeral homes in the United States and 
39 countries around the world. NFDA is the 
trusted leader, beacon for ethics and the 
strongest advocate for the profession. NFDA is 
the association of choice because it offers 
funeral professionals comprehensive 
educational resources, tools to manage 
successful businesses, guidance to become 
pillars in their communities and the expertise to 
foster future generations of funeral 
professionals. NFDA is headquartered in 
Brookfield, Wis., and has an office in 
Washington, D.C. For more information, 
visit www.nfda.org. 

NFDA Will Host Meet the Mentors Program for Funeral Directors Under 40 in March 
2014 
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Complete details 
about the NFDA 

Meet the Mentors 
program can be 

found on the NFDA 
website, 

www.nfda.org/
mentors 



LFDA Mid-Winter Meeting 

Agenda: *4 Hours of Continuing Education Requested* 
 Wednesday, March 26, 2014 
 5:00 pm—7:00 pm Executive Committee Meeting  
   (Officers & Past Presidents) 
 7:00 pm  Dinner on your own 
 Thursday, March 27, 2014 
 9:00 am  Registration 
 10:00 am—12:00 pm The All Important First Viewing, Ken Whittaker 
 12:00 pm—1:30 pm Lunch on your own 
 1:30 pm—2:30 pm The Detailing of a Body and How Far You Should 
   Go 
 2:30 pm—2:45 pm Break 
 2:45 pm—3:45 pm Making the Best “First Impression” 
 3:30 pm  General Membership Meeting 
  

When: March 26-27, 2014 
Where: Cecil J. Picard Center 
  200 Delvalcourt  Street 
  Lafayette, La. 70506 
Registration Fees: Member Registration = $40.00 per person 

  Non-Member Registration = $175 per person 

  Student/Intern = FREE! 

Speaker:  Ken Whittaker 

Hotel Accommodations: 
Please contact the Hilton Garden Lafayette to receive the special negotiated rate of 
$139/night.  Be sure to mention that you are with the Louisiana Funeral Directors 
Association in order to receive this special rate.  The deadline to receive this rate is 
March 3, 2014. 

PLEASE MAKE PLANS TO JOIN LFDA FOR THE MID-WINTER MEETING  
MARCH 26-27, 2014 AT CECIL J. PICARD CENTER IN LAFAYETTE, LA. 

Please make Checks Payable to LFDA.  Credit Cards will be processed through PayPal services.  If you would like to pay with a credit card please indicate 
above and you will receive an invoice via email to pay for this event.  LFDA members may also register online by visiting www.lfdaweb.org.  There will be 
no refunds after March 12, 2013. Please fill out a separate form for each person attending and mail or fax to the LFDA office.  Please turn in registrations 
forms no later than March 12, 2013. 

Contact Information 

Check Enclosed 

Credit Card Payment, Please invoice me 
Total Amount Due:  $ 

Met

Name 

Address 

Company/Funeral Home 

Fax Phone 

City State Zip Code 

Email Address 

Title 

Registration 


 

Member Rate—$40.00 
Non-Member Rate—$175.00 

� Gold Sponsor - $1,000.00 (Please include name of additional guests below) 
1. _______________________________________________________ 
2. _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Student\Intern—FREE! � Silver Sponsor - $500.00 (Please include name of additional guest below) 
1. _______________________________________________________ 

  � Bronze Sponsor - $250.00 

  � Miscellaneous Sponsor - $____________ 
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ALSIP, Ill. – A Simple Thank You has 
announced the launch of ASTY Mobile. 
Guests now have the option to sign the 
guest book by entering their name, address, 
city, state, zip, phone number, email 
address and also leave a personal 
condolence from anywhere in the world by 
using their smartphone, tablet or desktop 
computer. Those that were not able to 
attend the services to pay their respects 
now have the option to do so. 

Guests that use ASTY Mobile will have their 
name and contact information printed in the 
hard copy of the guest book along with 
their personal condolences. A digital file of 
all registered guest information as well as 
their condolences can also be provided to 
the family. 

Guests have multiple ways to take 
advantage of ASTY Mobile: 

Astymobile.com. Guests have the ability to 
search for services by using the funeral 
home name or by the name of the deceased 
to sign-in and leave a personal condolence 
message. 

QR Code. Guests can scan a QR code that 
has been created by A Simple Thank You 
and displayed at the funeral home. It will 
open a webpage to all of the current or 
upcoming services at that particular funeral 
home allowing the guest to choose which 
service they would like to sign-in and leave 
a personal condolence 
message. 

Unique URL for the funeral 
home. Funeral homes have 
the option of displaying or 
linking the unique URL for 
ASTY Mobile on their website 
to allow any guests that visit 
to search, sign-in and leave a 
personal condolence 
message for the family on 
ASTY Mobile. 

ASTY Mobile offers: 

 Ability to sign the 
memorial guest book 
from anywhere in the 
world 

 Printed personalized 
condolence message 
from the guests to the 
family 
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A Simple Thank You launches mobile application  
 Customizable opt-In feature for 

marketing or preneed 

 Personalized message in the 
acknowledgement card 

 All this, company officials, point out, can 
be done from the palm of your hand. 

For more information about A Simple Thank 
You, call 800-483-0671 or email the 
company at info@asimplethankyou.com. 
Guests that use ASTY Mobile will have their 
name and contact information printed in the 
hard copy of the guest book along with their 
personal condolences. A digital file of all 
registered guest information as well as their 
condolences can also be provided to the 
family. 

Guests have multiple ways to take 
advantage of ASTY Mobile: 

Astymobile.com. Guests have the ability to 
search for services by using the funeral home 
name or by the name of the deceased to 
sign-in and leave a personal condolence 
message. 

QR Code. Guests can scan a QR code that 
has been created by A Simple Thank You 
and displayed at the funeral home. It will 
open a webpage to all of the current or 
upcoming services at that particular funeral 
home allowing the guest to choose which 
service they would like to sign-in and leave 

a personal condolence message. 

Unique URL for the funeral home. Funeral 
homes have the option of displaying or 
linking the unique URL for ASTY Mobile on 
their website to allow any guests that visit to 
search, sign-in and leave a personal 
condolence message for the family on ASTY 
Mobile. 

ASTY Mobile offers: 

 Ability to sign the memorial guest book 
from anywhere in the world 

 Printed personalized condolence 
message from the guests to the family 

 Customizable opt-In feature for 
marketing or preneed 

 Personalized message in the 
acknowledgement card 

 All this, company officials, point out, can 
be done from the palm of your hand. 

For more information about A Simple Thank 
You, call 800-483-0671 or email the 
company at info@asimplethankyou.com.  
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Brookfield, Wis. – The National Funeral 
Directors Association (NFDA) 2013 
International Convention & Expo, held 
October 20-23 in Austin, Texas, drew 
5,643 total attendees and 371 exhibiting 
companies to an event that continues to 
open new doors to opportunity for the 
funeral service community. 

"NFDA was honored to recognize and host 
the winners of the international Design for 
Death competition, the first of its kind, in 
Austin," said NFDA CEO Christine Pepper, 
CAE. "Winners came from all over the 
globe to be honored during the Opening 
General Session and display their winning 
entries in the Expo Hall. We were also 
happy that members appreciated the 
expanded educational offerings 
Wednesday afternoon, the outreach to 
members of the hospice community and the 
closing Texas-themed party where 
everyone celebrated in cowboy hats and 
boots. It's been great to hear lots of 
upbeat comments over the last few years 
about some of the changes we've made, 
like offering free passes into the Expo 
Hall." 

Funeral Service Gives Back 

Since 2008, NFDA Convention attendees 
and exhibitors have given back to their 
host city by volunteering with Habitat for 
Humanity. Attendees helped make home 
ownership a reality for a family in Austin 
by volunteering at a Habitat for Humanity 
work site for a day. NFDA volunteers 
departed from the Austin Convention 
Center on the morning of Saturday, 
October 19 and spent the day volunteering 
at a Habitat for Humanity work site. 

Throughout the NFDA Convention, 
attendees and exhibitors also had a 
number of opportunities to support Comfort 
Zone Camp, a camp that supports children 
through their grief journey following the 
death of a parent, sibling or primary 
caregiver. 

In the end, convention attendees and 
exhibitors gave more than $20,000. When 
combined with a $20,000 lead gift from 
NGL Insurance Group and a $10,000 
matching gift from the Funeral Service 
Foundation, NFDA was able to present a 
check to Comfort Zone Camp for more than 
$50,000. This amount will support more 
than 100 children at camp for an entire 
weekend. 

"Members of the funeral service community 
by nature are compassionate, giving 
people," said Pepper. "Comfort Zone 
Camp is a tremendous organization, and I 
am so proud of our attendees and 
exhibitors for their generosity. The money 
raised will make a tremendous difference 
in the lives of many grieving children." 

Design for Death was an international 
competition that invited designers, artists 
and other people with a creative spirit to 
submit innovative ideas for how families 
might remember loved ones who die. The 
competition was sponsored by two 
foundations in Singapore – the Lien 
Foundation and ACM Foundation. NFDA 
and the international design website 
DesignBoom also supported the 
competition. This competition, which drew 
more than 1,300 entries from 90 countries, 
was the first of its kind in the world for 
funeral service. 

The competition winners were presented 
with their awards during the general 
session on Monday, October 21, and were 
able to share their winning designs in the 
Expo Hall. 

"From the mushroom burial suit to the 
'family tree' niches for cremated remains – 
it was clear that the winning designers put 
a lot of thought and a lot of creativity into 
their designs," said Pepper, who also 
served as a competition judge.  

"The entries were unlike anything I have 
seen before, but they reflected the unique 
ideas that people have for remembering 
and honoring the lives of their loved ones. 
Participants took the competition seriously 
and developed designs that were sensitive 
interpretations of life 
and death, grief, 
relationships and 
memories. They 
thoughtfully intertwined 
function, style, aesthetics 
and environmental 
sustainability in their 
designs." 

Pepper continued, "I 
heard from many 
people who visited the 
Design for Death booth 
in our Expo Hall. They 
were as intrigued by 
the winning designs as I 
was. They appreciated 
seeing how people 

outside of funeral service think about 
death, funerals and the way we remember 
and honor people who have died. A 
number of members mentioned how 
inspired they were by the designs." 

"Austin was a wonderful host city and we 
are grateful to the Texas Funeral Directors 
Association for their assistance and 
generous hospitality," said Pepper. "We 
appreciate the many fine workshop 
presenters who took time to share their 
expertise. We're thankful for the many 
vendors who make our expo the largest in 
the world and help attendees discover the 
products and services they can use to 
better serve families. We appreciate the 
support of our generous sponsors who 
partner with us to help make this convention 
an invaluable experience." 

Pepper continued, "Most of all, we're 
grateful to all the funeral professionals who 
attended the Convention, especially those 
who came for the first time. NFDA offers 
access to the largest network of funeral 
service experts in the world, which was on 
full display in Austin. Our Convention is 
strengthened by the presence of thousands 
of funeral professionals who are eager to 
learn from and share ideas with their 
colleagues from around the world." 

More than 5,600 people attend NFDA International Convention & Expo 

National Funeral Directors Association News 

STAY CONNECTED WITH LFDA 

Facebook.com/LAfuneraldirectors 

@LouisianaFDA 
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Funeral Director Employment Opportunity 
Hixson Funeral Homes in SW LA is seeking a licensed Funeral Director/
Embalmer. Must have the appropriate state licensure. Excellent 
interpersonal and communication skills needed. Full time benefits, 2 
weeks paid vacation, 10 paid Holidays, matching 401k, Major 
medical, dental, eye, prescription program, excellent pay plus bonus 
opportunity and opportunity for growth.  Please submit resume or 
notice of interest to Bubba Brasseaux, bubba.brasseaux@sci-us.com. 
 
 
 
 
Location Manager Employment Opportunity 
SCI of Louisiana is seeking a Location Manager. This job position would 
be responsible but not limited to selecting, training, and motivating 
location staff, achieve location annual financial and marketing goals, 
manage the business of the operation, maintain a motivated and 
dedicated staff, assure staff members understand location goals, 
policies and procedures, ensure visitations and services are conducted 
in a manner that exceeds the expectations of our client families and 
friends, and practice and promote teamwork among location staff. Full 
time benefits, 2 weeks paid vacation, 10 paid Holidays, matching 
401k, major medical, dental, eyes, prescription program, excellent pay 
opportunity, management bonus program and opportunity to GROW.  
Please submit resume or notice of interest to Bubba Brasseaux, 
bubba.brasseaux@sci-us.com. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Classified ads are provided as a complimentary service to LFDA 
members. Ads will run for one issue, unless an extension is requested.  

To place your classified ad, send a Word document with the 
information to: 

 

LFDA News 
P.O. Box 8253, Baton Rouge, LA 70884 

Or Email: lfda@tatmangroup.com 

 
The ad will appear in the following newsletter. The printed ad should 
not e deemed to constitute a recommendation or endorsement of any 

type by LFDA. 
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P.O. Box 82531 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Phone:  225.767.7640 
Fax:  225.767.7648 
lfda@lfdaweb.org 
www.lfdaweb.org 

Save the Date! 

 
LFDA Mid-Winter Meeting March 26-27, 2014 

Cecil J. Picard Center 
Lafayette, LA 

NFDA Advocacy Summit March 4-6, 2014 Washington, DC 

LFDA Annual Convention June 21-25, 2014 
L’Auberge Hotel & Casino 
Baton Rouge, LA 

NFDA Leadership Conference July 13-16, 2013 
Meritage Resort and Spa 
Napa Valley, California 

NFDA International Convention & Expo October 12-15, 2014 Nashville, TN 


