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Hello members of LFDA,  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their assistance in making 
LFDA the best organization ever. In the next few weeks and months, LFDA members 
will be faced with increasingly complicated and difficult situations as we prepare for 
the 2011 legislative session. Some members will be called on to do more than their 
share and members will appreciate every effort that each individual puts forth. 

The St. Joseph’s Abbey is still looking over our shoulder as well as numerous other 
issues. There is still a court date and virtually we are at a standstill waiting on the LA 
State Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors to move forward. LFDA will need 
every member to pull together in order to win in this endeavor.  Members might even 
be called upon to take a vote to help defend this suit along with the board. The 
executive board for LFDA and the Laws and Legislative Committee are meeting in mid 
March to discuss these details and other important issues coming up.  

Another issue that LFDA will be faced with is the Veterans Bill, which calls for a Person 
Authorized to Direct Disposition (PADD) to be determined by a military person before 
being shipped out. The PADD would take control if the military person is killed while 
serving our country. The PADD would supersede the state of Louisiana Law for the 
disposition of remains. This could create an extreme situation at your place of business 
and put hardships on the family your firm is serving. I personally would not like to be 
the person that tells a mother or father, I am sorry but we don’t know who your son or 
daughter put down as the PADD so we can’t make any arrangements until that 
information is sent to us. The worse case ever imagined is that you or I would have to 
tell the mother or father “I’m sorry but it appears your son listed his girlfriend down as 
the PADD who has total control of the disposition of remains, I know she got married to 
someone else while your son was deployed but, 
because she is listed as the PADD, she is in total 
control.” The only other option would be for the 
PADD to relinquish control but this will probably not 
happen due to the fact that the PADD receives a 
large amount of Life Insurance proceeds for 
performing the duties of the disposition of remains. 
My hopes and prayers are that this bill does not pass 
the way it is written for all of our sakes.  

We will also be looking at the cremation laws in our 
state to find a way to take some of the burden of 
identifying remains away from the funeral home and 
placing this responsibility and care on each parish 
coroner’s office, especially those bodies that are non-
viewable.  

Last, but certainly not least, we will be trying to 
implement continuing education back into our 
profession. There are numerous obstacles to 
overcome in order to try to let everyone have their 
input in this new bill. With everyone‘s help, I feel 
certain, we can move forward with continuing 
education.  
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A Message From the President 

Peter G. “Butch” Mulhearn 
LFDA President 



2010-2011 LFDA Board of  Directors 
Vice-President 

Edward J. Fielding 
E.J. Fielding Funeral Home 

ejfield@aol.com 
(985) 892-9222 

 
Secretary 

R. T. Delhomme 
Martin & Castille Funeral Home 

rt@mourning.com 
(337) 234-2311 

 
Past President 

Jarrod J. Gardiner 
Gossen Funeral Home 

jgardiner@gossenfuneralhome.net 
(337) 334-3141 

 
Southeast Governor 
William Patrick Mack 
Renaissance Services 

renaissanceservices@yahoo.com 
(225) 644-2976 

 
South Governor 
Kyle Deichmann 

Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral Home 
kdeichmann@stei.com 

(504) 486-6331 

LFDA 
P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Telephone:  (225) 767-7640  

Fax:  (225) 767-7648 
Email: info@LFDAweb.org 

 
Executive Director 

David Tatman 
david@tatmangroup.com 

 
Senior Account Manager 

Keli Williams 
keli@tatmangroup.com 

 
Account Manager 
Kathleen O’Regan 

kathleen@tatmangroup.com 

President 
Peter G. Mulhearn 

Mulhearn Funeral Home 
butchmulhearn@mulhearncorp.com 

(318) 323-0505 
 

Treasurer 
Nicole Charlet Wilcher 

Charlet Funeral Home, Inc. 
nicole.wicher@gmail.com 

(225) 654-4480 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Joel Swisher 

Hixson Brothers Funeral Home 
joel@hixsonbrothers.com 

(318) 442-3363 
 

Southwest Governor 
Casey Melancon 

Melancon Funeral Home 
cmelancon@melanconfuneralhome.net 

(337) 869-6336 
 

North Governor 
David J. Delahoussaye 
Mulhearn Funeral Home 

djd222000@yahoo.com 
(318) 801-4870 

Executive Director & Staff 

The Louisiana Funeral Directors Association (LFDA) 
provides the standards, ethics, protection and 

regulation of funeral service in Louisiana through the 
education of Funeral Directors, Consumers and 

various branches of Government by creating an 
environment for discussion, fraternalism, professional 

mutual improvements and social interaction. 

LFDA Mission Statement 

LFDA Leadership 

Have an interesting article to include in the LFDA 
Newsletter?  Send suggested articles to Kathleen 
O’Regan at the LFDA office.  Your article could 

appear in the next quarterly issue!   
 

Office: (225) 767-7640 
Fax: (225) 767-7648 

Email: info@lfdaweb.org 
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This year’s advocacy summit echoed many in the past.  Below are some the issues I shared with 
our national legislators while in our Nation’s Capital. 

• Affordable Health Insurance for Small Business: That NFDA strongly support legislative 
and regulatory initiatives that improve access to affordable health insurance for small 
business. 

• Reduce or Eliminate the Federal Estate Tax: That NFDA strongly support federal 
legislation that would permanently increase the estate tax exclusion and reduce the rate. 

• Codify SSI Irrevocable Funeral Trust Exclusion: That NFDA initiate federal legislation to 
codify the current SSA policy that irrevocable funeral trusts are not assets for purposes of 
determining eligibility for the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program. 

• Environmental Health and Safety: That NFDA continue its efforts to identify and address 
current and emerging environmental, health and safety issues affecting funeral directors, 
educate the various federal, state and local environmental and related enforcement 
agencies, policymakers, elected officials and the public on the safety of the embalming 
process and chemicals, and the waste stream discharge from funeral homes to public 
health and safety. Further, NFDA will continue to promote federal, state and local 
environmental laws that recognize this reality and to oppose those that are misguided, 
unnecessary, burdensome and costly for funeral homes. In addition, NFDA will continue to 
encourage the development of workplace and environmentally and personally safe 
embalming chemicals and funeral service products and to urge the development of these 
products by the suppliers and manufacturers of those products. NFDA will undertake 
proactive educational and communication initiatives to promote and educate NFDA 
members on practices and products that protect their health and safety and the 
environment in which they live and work. NFDA also will assist its members to become 
environmentally aware funeral homes and will develop materials and information to 
educate our members about "green funerals and burials" and to use with families who 
inquire about them. 

• Federal Mass-Fatality Plan: That NFDA continues its active involvement with all relevant 
federal or state departments, agencies and private organizations to insure that the role of 
funeral service in any natural or man-made mass fatality disaster is clearly defined and 
adequately reflected in their policies. 

Below you will see some Funeral Rule Related Issues that were discussed during our policy 
board meeting, which was held prior to my hill visits. 

• Variable Service Fee: Continue to advocate and encourage the FTC to amend the Funeral 
Rule and replace the static Basic Services Fee with a variable Basic Service Fee that 
funeral homes could set depending upon the type of funeral and disposition selected by 
the consumer. 

• Petition FTC for Changes in Current Funeral Rule: That NFDA renew its petition asking 
the FTC to clarify the vague and overly broad price list distribution requirements and to 
institute other operational modifications to the Funeral Rule that reflect current 
marketplace or business practices. 

NEW ISSUES 

• Tax Deduction or Credit for Indigent Funeral Expenses: That NFDA initiate and support 
federal legislation to provide a tax credit and/or deduction for the unreimbursed 
expenses related to a funeral home providing indigent funeral and/or final disposition 
services and/or merchandise. 

• Federal Regulation of Cemeteries, Crematories and Other Sellers: That NFDA work with 
Congress and/or the FTC to adopt legislation or rules to regulate any entity or individual 
that sells, or offers to sell, funeral and/or final disposition goods or services to the public 
and who are not currently covered by the Funeral Rule. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Craig Gill 
Policy Board  

Representative 

Policy Board In Review 

“YOUR SUPPORT OF 

THE PAC IS NEEDED 

IN ORDER FOR OUR 

INDUSTRY TO 

MAINTAIN A 

STRONG VOICE IN 

WASHINGTON AND 

FOR THE BETTERMENT 

OF ALL IN FUNERAL 

SERVICE.” 



David Tatman 
LFDA Executive Director 

and  
Legislative Lobbyist 

The 2011 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature begins on Monday, April 25, 
2011.  It will be a very active legislative session for the Louisiana Funeral Directors 
Association and our industry.  We expect several high-profile, controversial issues to 
be debated during the Regular Session.  
We expect to see legislation on third-party casket sales in Louisiana. Previous attempts 
to pass third party sales in Louisiana have been unsuccessful in the past. The 
proponents of this legislation have brought this issue to the forefront of the public eye 
and LFDA will be prepared to work with the industry to make sure that the public is 
protected. 
Legislation will be filled to reinstitute continuing education for Louisiana licensed 
funeral directors.  As you may recall, a Louisiana Attorney’s General opinion ruled that 
the previous continuing education program was not statutorily provided for.  We are 
working on language that will establish a continuing education statute for funeral 
directors.  The legislation, as introduced, will provide for programs certified by 
national and state organizations as well as on-line classes and in-house programs.  We 
will work to pass legislation that will provide the best opportunity for high quality, 
educational programs for funeral directors. 
There will likely be a bill filed to provide new law for the disposition of the remains of 
a military decedent who is killed on active military duty.  You may remember that Rep. 
Henry Burns filed HB 1302 in the 2010 Regular Legislative Session.  HB 1302 did not 
advance from the Senate Committee and as a result, Sen. Neil Riser filed Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 105 in order to study the issue.  SCR 105 referred the matter to 
the Joint Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs.  The issue was researched and 
there was a public hearing.  The committee did not make recommendations to change 
existing law. There appears to be a general consensus among legislators that current 
Louisiana Law dealing with the disposition of human remains is well established and 
works well.  
Please be sure to read the information we send out to you on these and other issues 
during the legislative session.  Things are moving fast and the session will be upon us 
before we know it.  We will need to react quickly by contacting our legislators and 

explain the impact of legislation on our 
industry and the people we serve. 
Finally, we look forward to seeing everyone 
at the 2011 Annual Convention.  The 
convention will take place at the Paragon 
Casino Resort in Marksville, Louisiana, June 
26-28.  The committee is working diligently to 
coordinate quality education sessions along 
with ample networking opportunities so that it 
can be a valuable convention for everyone.  
The agenda and registration form will be 
finalized and sent soon.  Please make plans 
to join us! 

David Tatman, Executive Director & Legislative Lobbyist 
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Tune In 
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The 2011 LFDA Mid-Winter Meeting was held February 17, 2011 at Sullivan’s 
Steakhouse in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  With more than 50 people in attendance, the 
evening was filled with great food, networking opportunities and of course, fun.   

The afternoon began with the Executive Board Meeting, followed by the General 
Membership meeting where industry updates were shared between all members.  The 
evening continued with a Cocktail Social and 3-course sit down dinner that was 
artfully prepared at Sullivan’s Steakhouse.   

The evening continued with live entertainment provided by the Chris LeBlanc Band in 
Sullivan’s Ringside Bar.   

 

2011 LFDA Mid-Winter Meeting 
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LFDA Highlights  

THANK YOU TO OUR  

MID-WINTER MEETING 

SPONSORS! 
GOLD SPONSOR 

 

 

 

 

SILVER SPONSOR 

 

 

 

 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on 

Sponsorship & Exhibitor 

Opportunities at LFDA’s 

upcoming events,  

contact  the LFDA office.  

Phone: 225-767-7640  

Email: info@lfdaweb.org 

Nelson Guidry & Tina Mayeux, Millet-
Guidry Funeral Home. 

Jarrod Gardiner, Gossen Funeral Home, 
R.T. Delhomme, Martin & Castille Funeral 
Home, and Gene Pellerin, Pellerin 
Funeral Home. 

David Wilcher & Nicole Charlet Wilcher, 
Charlet Funeral Home. 

Boyd Mothe, Jr. & Boyd Mothe, Sr., 
Mothe Funeral Homes. 

Meredith Myers, First Guaranty 
Insurance Company, and Paul Difebbo, 
Aurora Casket. 

Tracy Hauver & Craig Gill, Gill First 
National Funeral Home, and Boyd 
Mothe, Jr., Mothe Funeral Homes. 



The National Funeral Directors 
Association (NFDA) announced 
the keynote speakers for its 
2011 International Convention & 
Expo, being held in conjunction 
with the Cremation Association of 
North America (CANA), October 
23-26, 2011, in Chicago, Ill. 

Opening General Session: Chris 
Gardner, Gardner Rich LLC, 
Chicago, Ill.  
Chris Gardner once said, “A slow 
walk to Wall Street is how others 
describe my life. But, when I look 
back at the journey from 
homelessness to prosperity, I hold 
one thing dearer than all else – 
my commitment to my son. This is 
our story.” 

Gardner’s perseverance – rising 
from a childhood marked by 
poverty, domestic violence, 
alcoholism, sexual abuse and 
family illiteracy, to a successful 
career in finance and becoming 
the CEO of his own company – 
was told in his autobiography, 
The Pursuit of Happyness. The 
book, which topped both the New 
York Times and Washington Post 
best seller list, has been 
translated into more than thirty 

languages. Gardner’s story and 
his autobiography were the 
inspiration for the movie “The 
Pursuit of Happyness,” which 
starred Will Smith as Gardner. 

Closing General Session: Dr. 
Cyril Wecht, Clinical Professor, 
University of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh, Penn.  
What do President John F. 
Kennedy, Elvis Presley, JonBenet 
Ramsey, Laci Peterson, Chandra 
Levy, O.J. Simpson and Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy have in 
common? The watchful eye and 
sharp intellect of internationally 
renowned high-profile forensic 
pathologist and attorney, Dr. 
Cyril Wecht. Hear how he has 
been seeking social truth and 
justice by applying modern 
forensic pathology to the world’s 
greatest mysteries. 

Wecht is a clinical professor at 
the University of Pittsburgh 
Schools of Medicine, Dental 
Medicine and Graduate School 
of Public Health, and holds 
positions as an adjunct professor 
at the Duquesne University School 
of Law, School of Pharmacy and 
School of Health Sciences. He 

appears on nationally-syndicated 
television programs to discuss 
various medicolegal and forensic 
scientific issues, including medical 
malpractice, drug abuse and high
-profile death investigations. His 
expertise has also been utilized 
in high-profile cases such as Mary 
Jo Kopechne, Sunny von Bülow, 
Jean Harris, the Branch Davidian 
fire in Waco, Texas, and Vincent 
Foster. 

NFDA is the world’s leading 
funeral service association, 
serving 18,500 individual 
members who represent more 
than 9,900 funeral homes in the 
United States and internationally. 
From its headquarters in 
Brookfield, Wis., and its 
Advocacy Division office in 
Washington, D.C., NFDA is the 
worldwide source of expertise 
and professional resources for all 
facets of funeral service. Through 
education, information and 
advocacy, NFDA is dedicated to 
supporting members in their 
mission to provide families with 
meaningful end-of-life services at 
the highest levels of excellence 
and integrity. For more 
information, visit www.nfda.org. 

2011 NFDA Convention Speakers Will Inspire, Fascinate 

The Director Goes Digital 
going away; NFDA is simply 
making it possible for funeral 
professionals to read The Director 
whenever and wherever they 
have access to a Web browser.” 

The digital edition of The Director 
is currently only available to 
NFDA members. Access to the 
digital edition is a value-added 
member benefit – there is no 
surcharge to view the magazine 
online. The digital edition will be 
available to non-member 
subscribers later this year at no 
additional cost. 

No special software is required 

to view the digital edition of The 
Director; readers will be able to 
use common Web-browsing 
software already found on most 
PCs, Macs, netbooks, iPads and 
other tablet devices. Subscribers 
will be able to view the digital 
version of The Director on their 
smart phone (e.g., iPhone, 
Blackberry, Droid, etc.) Web 
browser later this year. 

Upon visiting www.nfda.org/
thedirector and opening the 
digital edition of the magazine, 
readers will find it looks exactly 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Director, the official 
publication of the National 
Funeral Directors Association 
(NFDA), is now available in a 
digital format. NFDA members 
can access the March 2011 
digital edition of The Director 
free of charge on the NFDA 
website, www.nfda.org/
thedirector (members must be 
logged-in to the association 
website). 

“This is an exciting and 
convenient new way for funeral 
professionals to access The 
Director,” said Editor-in-Chief Ed 
Defort. “The print edition isn’t 

“ACCESS TO 

THE DIGITAL 

EDITION IS A 

VALUE-ADDED 

MEMBER 

BENEFIT” 

National Funeral Directors Association Updates 

The most up-to-date 
information on the 
2011 NFDA 
International 
Convention & Expo can 
be found at 
www.nfda.org/Chicago
2011. 
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Under Section 6041 of the IRS Code, 
funeral homes, like other businesses, are 
required to provide a Form 1099 to any 
person (other than an employee) that 
provides $600 or more in services each 
year. For most funeral homes, this tax 
code requirement is a minor annoyance 
since generally 1099s will only have to 
be issued to trade embalmers, hair 
dressers, and a few other independent 
contractors. An average funeral home 
may issue anywhere from 10-20 Form 
1099s a year for services provided by 
outside contractors. 

This will all change in 2012 unless 
Congress repeals Section 9006 of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Act 
(the "Health Care Act"). Section 9006 
revises and expands the tax code 
provisions regarding who must receive a 
Form 1099. Starting in 2012, a business 
will have to issue a 1099 to any 
individual or corporation that provides 
$600 or more in services or merchandise 
to the business annually. 

The Health Care Act expands the 
obligation to issue 1099s in two 
meaningful ways. First, businesses will 
have to issue 1099s to corporations and 
not just individuals. Secondly, the $600 
threshold is triggered by purchases of 
merchandise as well as services. 
Therefore, starting in 2012, funeral 
homes will have to issue 1099s to casket 
companies, vault sellers, cemeteries, 
monument companies, embalming fluid 
suppliers, auto dealers, insurance 
companies, phone companies, utilities, 
etc. The minor nuisance funeral homes 
currently encounter every January will 
turn into a paperwork nightmare as 
payments must be tracked, tax 
identification numbers and addresses 
collected, and multiple 1099s issued. 

Why did Congress make this change and 
how did it end up in the Heath Care Act? 
It was made as a way to offset the 
tremendous costs of the Health Care Act. 
The Obama administration added the 
provision to the Health Care Act as a 
revenue enhancer, arguing that it will 

raise $17 billion in under-reported taxes 
over the next ten years. Of course, it will 
also create a paperwork nightmare for 
small businesses and the IRS which, by 
one estimate, will be handling five billion 
additional 1099s a year starting in 
2012. 

During the debate on the massive Health 
Care Act, the new 1099 requirements 
were largely overlooked. However, as 
the Health Care Act has been dissected, 
a growing opposition to the new 1099 
requirements has developed. In the 
recent lame duck session, legislative 
efforts to repeal the new 1099 reporting 
requirements were narrowly defeated. 
Congressional leaders have promised to 
work on a legislative fix to the issue prior 
to 2012 when the new 1099 reporting 
requirements would go into effect. 

NFDA continues to monitor legislative 
efforts to repeal the 1099 reporting 
requirements. NFDA will also actively 
track and report on IRS regulations that 
will be issued in 2011 to flesh out the 
new Form 1099 reporting requirements. 
Additionally, the NFDA Advocacy 
Committee will be reviewing these issues 
and making recommendations to the 
NFDA Policy Board early next year. 

As a benefit of membership, NFDA 
members may contact Gilligan at 513-
871-6332 for a free legal consultation. 

By:  T. Scott Gilligan, NFDA General Counsel 
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Requirement to Issue IRS Form 1099 to Expand Dramatically  
Under Health Care Law 



North District of the Louisiana Funeral Directors Association met 
February 24, 2011 at Posada’s Mexican Restaurant in 
Shreveport, LA.  (Originally meeting scheduled for Country 
Tavern BBQ Restaurant, but due to power failure we were 
forced to move locations)  Osborn Funeral Home was the host.  
Twenty-four (24) directors and guests were in attendance.   

 

 

Please Save the Date! 
LFDA’s North District Spring Meeting 

April 28, 2011 
Tunk’s Seafood Restaurant 

Alexandria, Louisiana  
Event Host: Hixson Brothers Funeral Home. 
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North District Meeting - February 24, 2011 

District News 

Pictured Left to Right: Al Simms, Secretary/Treasurer, David Delahoussaye, 
Governor, Butch Mulhearn, LFDA President, Richard Tull, Sgt. At Arms, and 
Matt Miller, Lt. Governor. 

Stay up to date on what is going on in your district.  Information also 
updated online at www.lfdaweb.org.   
What to share your district news?  Send information to Kathleen O’Regan, 
kathleen@tatmangroup.com, for your news to appear in the next issue. 
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like the print version. The easy-to-use navigation panel allows 
the reader to flip pages, search for names, zoom in and out, 
scan by table of contents, click on Web links and more. A “Help” 
button provides additional assistance. NFDA has the capability 
to add audio, video and animated content to the digital edition. 

The digital edition will be available on the NFDA website, at 
www.nfda.org/thedirector, on the same day the print edition is 
mailed out, on or about the first of every month. Subscribers will 
also find digital editions of the January and February 2011 
issues on the NFDA website. 

Nearly 12,000 subscribers around the globe read The Director 
each month. It is considered funeral service’s best resource for in
-depth analysis and the latest information on trends, techniques 
and strategies in the profession. 

NFDA is the world’s leading funeral service association, serving 
18,500 individual members who represent more than 9,900 
funeral homes in the United States and internationally. From its 
headquarters in Brookfield, Wis., and its Advocacy Division 
office in Washington, D.C., NFDA is the worldwide source of 
expertise and professional resources for all facets of funeral 
service. Through education, information and advocacy, NFDA is 
dedicated to supporting members in their mission to provide 
families with meaningful end-of-life services at the highest levels 
of excellence and integrity. For more information, visit 
www.nfda.org. 

(Continued from page 9) 

SECONDARY ISSUES 

• Veterans Funeral and Burial Benefits: That NFDA support 
any and all legislation that would enhance and increase 
the funeral and burial benefits for veterans and their 
families. 

Shortly after returning home and to work from DC, three bills 
were introduced.  If any of our members have an opportunity 
to contact his or her legislator, please do so and encourage 
their support and possible co-authorship on the bill listed 
below: 

• H.R. 900 (Introduced by Rep. Rush (D-ILL) and others) – A 
bill to require the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to issue 
a rule regulating all cemeteries and other third-party 
sellers of funeral and burial goods or services to the public 
and who are NOT currently covered by the FTC Funeral 
Rule. 

• H.R. 935 (Introduced by NFDA member Rep. Southerland 
(R-FL) and others) – A bill to codify the current SSI/
Medicaid exclusion for irrevocable funeral and burial 
trusts. 

• H.R. 1033 (introduced by Rep. Broun (R-GA) – A bill to 
provide a TAX CREDIT to funeral homes for unreimbursed 
expenses related to providing funeral and/or final 
disposition merchandise or services to indigents. 

As always, PAC raffle tickets are available!  The prize is once 
again $15,000, which will be awarded at this year’s 
convention in Chicago.  Aside from the prize money, your 
support of the PAC is needed in order for our industry to 
maintain a strong voice in Washington and for the betterment 
of all in funeral service. 

(Continued from page 5) 



Dear Mr. Tatman, 

On March 21, 2010 my 21 year old son Taylor was brutally murdered in Northern California, we live in Washington State.  Due 
to the nature of his injuries it was strongly recommended a viewing not be done, we had him cremated.  I did ask if we could at 
least see his hand, which was uninjured.  So a viewing was allowed of his hand before his cremation.  My husband, daughter, son 
and I were able to say goodbye to Taylor personally.  This helped us to realize he was really gone and it meant so much to us. 

The reason for my letter is this: when a loved is so suddenly taken from you, your brain stops, you can’t think, you don’t know what 
to do, decisions just aren’t possible.  This is why friends, family and the professional who take care of our loved ones are so 
important.  They help make arrangements, offer suggestions and take care of matters for us that we are unable to do. 

I don’t know why but I did think to ask for a lock of hair from my son, which the funeral home provided for me and I am so 
thankful.  Unfortunately as time has passed and the shock has worn off I realized how much I was missing having so few things left 
from my son.  I came across his handprints from when he was a child; I place my hands over those prints and try to remember what 
he was like at 21 and not 8. 

It would be simple for the professionals taking care of our loved ones to make a print or cast of a hand(s) or foot and to save a 
lock of hair if physically possible before the final arrangements are made.  This gives us a lasting remembrance of our loved one.  
I know I would have willing paid for something to remember by son by.  But it would be of even greater service if this was done 
as part of the services you provide.  It would not cost much to buy plaster, ink or a pair of scissors and would be priceless to the 
families. 

So I write this letter to you, as a mother who has lost her son to please consider my suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Powell 

Request From a Grieving Family:  Providing Print or Cast of  a Hand 
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Letters from Families 



Joey Boudreaux RN, BSN, CPTC, Director of Recovery at Louisiana 
Organ Procurement Agency proudly announced that LOPA has broken 
their records for a 2nd consecutive year. They finished 2010 with 161 
organ donors and 523 organs transplanted. 

The previous record for donors was 160, which was set five years ago, 
while the record number of organs transplanted was 488 last year. To 
put it into perspective, LOPA saw increases by 35 more organs 
transplanted than last year and almost 100 more organs transplanted 
than the 430 from 2008.  Their greatest gains in total organs 
transplanted were evident with thoracic organs.  They transplanted an 
average of 28 lungs from 2006-2008.  Since 2008, total lungs 
transplanted increased to 44 in 2009 and whopping 74 in 2010. 

While there are a few reasons for the increases, the largest reason 
can be attributed to a culmination of all agencies and their 
departments working together toward one common goal—to save as 
many lives as possible. 

LOPA would like to take this time to thank the funeral homes servicing 
these families and supporting them in their decision to “Give the Gift 
of Life”. 

Thank you for your continued support and collaborative effort. 

Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency 

LOPA Tidbits - Successes Celebrated in Louisiana 
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Obituaries 

Funeral services for Dewey Madison Carlisle, Sr. were held at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, February 17, 2011, at Hixson Brothers Chapel, 
Alexandria, with Reverend David  Shaw officiating. Burial immediately followed the funeral service at Greenwood Memorial Park, 
Pineville, under the direction of Hixson Brothers, Alexandria. 

Visitation for family and friends was Wednesday, February 16, 2011 from 5:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. at Hixson Brothers, Alexandria. 

Dewey M. Carlisle, 90, of Alexandria, passed away February 12, 2011, at Lakehaven Nursing Home, Valdosta, Georgia. 

Mr. Carlisle was a United States Navy veteran of both World War II and the Korean Conflict.  During his working life he was a 
Funeral Director with Hixson Brothers, retiring after 33 years of service.  He had served as General Manager from 1961 until his 
retirement. He was a member of the Louisiana Funeral Directors Association having served in all offices and on the Board of Directors; 
he was past president of the Alexandria Rotary Club.  Mr. Carlisle was a member of Parkview Baptist Church, Alexandria. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Laura Lillian Scarbrough Carlisle, and his parents, Harvey Madison and Edna Hawkins Carlisle. 

Those left to cherish his memory include his children, Dewey "Mat" Carlisle and his wife Deborah, of Aberdeen, Washington, and 
Cynthia Carlisle Neck and her husband David, of Valdosta, Georgia; grandchildren, Joseph Carlisle, Daniel Carlisle, Katherine 
Carlisle, Samuel Carlisle, Rachael Carlisle, David Randall Neck and Laura Katherine Neck; great grandchildren, Rhett Carlisle, Elise 
Carlisle, Ashton Carlisle, Tristan Neck and Isabella Neck; and a host of other family members and friends. 

Memorials may be made to Parkview Baptist Church, Scholarship fund, 2101 MacArthur Drive, Alexandria, Louisiana 71301.  
To extend online condolences to the Carlisle family, please visit us at www.hixsonbrothers.com.  

Dewey Madison Carlisle, Sr. 

Cory Hayesonna Mouret, our beautiful and loving daughter, sister, and friend passed away on Tuesday, March 8, 2011, at the age 
of 24. 
She was born in Metairie, Louisiana to Deanna A. Mouret and William R. Mouret.  Cory is a 2004 graduate of Alfred Bonnabel High 
School and received her associate degree from Delgado College.  Cory was a licensed funeral director with Lake Lawn Metairie 
Funeral Home, where her warm and generous heart touched the lives of many of her families and colleagues. 
Cory is survived by her parents, Deanna and William; her sister, Casey D. Mouret; her maternal grandparents, Brenda C. Allen and 
Hayes S. Allen; and her great-grandmother; her uncles, Patrick H. Mouret and wife Alana, Phillip M. Mouret and wife Jewel, Jeffery 
Allen and wife Liz, and Todd Navarre and wife Rita; her aunts Rachel and Debbie.  Cory is also survived by her best friend, Danielle 
Mixon and numerous other loving family and friends, including her beloved and loyal dog, Grimm. 
She is preceded in death by her paternal grandparents, Lillian K. Mouret, William J. Mouret, Jr., D.D.S. and her grandmother, Diane 
Allen; and her uncles, Steven D. Mouret and James D. Mouret;. 
Cory was a true example of a “wildflower”.  She was so kind and sensitive, and wore her heart on her sleeve.  Our time with her was 
far too short, but she has left us with so many memories. 
Her family would like to acknowledge the outpouring of support she has received from her coworkers at Lake Lawn Metairie.  Cory 
was more than a colleague; she was part 
of our families and of our hearts.  We 
were blessed to be given the opportunity 
to know this beautiful woman, with the 
most tender spirit. 
Relatives and friends of the family were 
invited to attend the Funeral Service at 
LAKE LAWN METAIRIE FUNERAL HOME, 
5100 Pontchartrain Blvd., on Saturday, 
March 12, 2011, at 3:00 p.m.  Interment 
followed in Metairie Cemetery.  A 
visitation was held at the funeral home 
beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
To view and sign the guest book, visit 
www.lakelawnmetairie.com. 

Cory Mouret 



Mr. Larry L. Price, age 71 of Winnfield, Louisiana passed away Saturday, February 5, 2011 in 
Houston, TX following a lengthy illness. Born December 26, 1939 in Downsville, Louisiana, he was the 
son of the late William Ervin and Evelyn (Bryan) Price. 

A veteran funeral director of over 50 years, he was co-owner of Southern Funeral Homes, Inc. of 
Winnfield--Jonesboro and Kinner & Stevens Funeral Home of Jena, Garden of Memories Cemetery of 
Winnfield and Memory Lawn Cemetery of Natchitoches, former co-owner of Old South Life Insurance 
Company and the Price’s Knights Armor Men’s Clothing Store. He was a member and Deacon of First 
Baptist Church of Winnfield where he taught Sunday school for over 50 years. He was Past President 
of the Louisiana Funeral Director’s Association, 1989-90; Past President of the Louisiana Insurer’s 
Conference, 1995-96; First President and organizer of the Winn Parish Chamber of Commerce; Past 
President of the Winnfield Rotary Club of which he was a Paul Harris Fellow. Mr. Price was a 32nd 
Degree Mason, member of Eastern Star Lodge No. 151 F&AM of Winnfield, and a Gideon. He also 
served on the Winnfield City Council from 1970-74. 

Mr. Price is survived by his wife of 51 years, Edith Ann (McDaniel) Price; son, Patrick Price and wife 
Paula; two daughters, Laura Lynn (Price) Hennigan and husband David and Ashley Price all of Winnfield; two grandsons, Evan 
Price and wife Brittani of Bloomington, IL, and Loren Price of Winnfield; two granddaughters, Alyssa Hennigan of Winnfield, and 
Andrea Gardner of Pineville, LA; one brother, Jerry M. Price and wife Lisa of Winnfield; three nephews, Bryan Price of Winnfield, 
Michael Price of Pineville, and Will Dearmon of Winnfield; two nieces, Leigh Anne Webster and husband Adam of Vero Beach 
Florida, and Anna Dearmon of Baton Rouge. 

Funeral services were held at 11:00AM on Tuesday, February 8, 2011 in the First Baptist Church of Winnfield with Dr. Calvin 
Phelps and Revs. Lindsey Burns and Steven Laughlin officiating. Music was provided by Brenda Etheridge, Dr. Benjamin Harlan 
and Rev. John Holland. Interment followed in the Garden of Memories Cemetery under the direction of Southern Funeral Homes. 

Friends visited with the family in the Southern Funeral Home of Winnfield on Monday, February 7, 2011 from 5-9PM and on 
Tuesday from 8:00AM until 10:45AM. 

Serving as pallbearers were Deacons of First Baptist Church. Honorary pallbearers were the Kingdom Builders Men’s Sunday 
School class. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the First Baptist Church Music Ministry or Seniors Adult Ministry P.O. Box 230, Winnfield, 
LA 71483.   

Messages of condolence may be sent to the family online by visiting www.southernfuneralhome.com. 

Larry L. Price 
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Classifieds 
Classified ads are provided as a 

complimentary service to LFDA members. Ads 
will run for one issue, unless an extension is 

requested. 

To place your classified ad, send a Word 
document with the information to: 

LFDA News 
P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Or Email: info@lfdaweb.org 

The ad will appear in the following newsletter.  
The printed ad should not be deemed to 

constitute a recommendation or endorsement of 
any type by LFDA. 

Advertisers Index 
Company Page Ad Appears 
Bass-Mollett Publishers* 7 

Batesville* 3 

Cullen Investment Group* 4 

Delgado Community College 16 

Louisiana Preneed Services* 15 

Miller & Sons Funeral Car Sales* 14 

Pellerin Motorcycle Hearse Service 13 

Pierce Companies* 12 

Pierce Mortuary Colleges/Dallas Institute of Funeral Service* 14 

Security National Life Insurance* 11 

Southland National Insurance, Corp.* 12 

Xtreme Cleaners 10 

*2010 Annual Advertiser  

Selected Funeral Life Insurance Company* 6 



ATTENTION! 
Do not miss out on the chance to promote your business in the Louisiana Funeral 

Directors Quarterly Newsletter.  As an advertiser, you will receive the opportunity 
to  provide target advertising to businesses and supply valuable information 
within your industry.   Don’t be the only vendor left out.  Place an ad today! 

Advertise in the LFDA Newsletter 

ADVERTISING OPTIONS:  (Check the appropriate box) 

Please return this form with your check made payable to:  

 
Louisiana Funeral Directors Association 

P.O. Box 82531 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884 

Email:  info@lfdaweb.org / Phone:  (225) 767-7640 / Fax:  (225) 767-7648 
 

* Payment must be received prior to submission deadline*  

Page Size Price Per Issue Yearly Price 
1/8 Page □ $60.00 □ $240.00 
1/4 Page □ $105.00 □ $420.00 
1/2 Page □ $190.00 □ $760.00 
Full Page □ $375.00 □ $1,500.00 

Name 

Address 

Phone Fax 

Email 

Company 

City, State Zip 

CONTACT INFORMATION:   

DEADLINES for ARTICLES AND ADVERTISEMENTS: 
Newsletter Issues: Deadline for Submissions: 

Winter Issue December 1 

Spring Issue March 1 

Summer Issue June 1 

Fall Issue September 1 
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Hotel Accommodations 

You are invited to attend the You are invited to attend the You are invited to attend the    
LFDA 2011 Annual ConventionLFDA 2011 Annual ConventionLFDA 2011 Annual Convention   

June 26 June 26 June 26 ---   28, 201128, 201128, 2011   
Paragon Casino Resort 

 
711 Paragon Place, Marksville, Louisiana 

Due to the high demand for hotel rooms, please 
make your reservations NOW by calling the hotel 
directly at (800) 642-7777.  Be sure to mention 
that you are attending the “LA Funeral Directors 
2011 Annual Convention & Tradeshow,” Code 
LFDJ12G, in order to receive the special rates: 
 
Saturday:     

Sunday through Wednesday: 

 
The deadline to receive this special rate is June 4, 
2011.  Reservations made after this date will be 
accepted based on availability.  ROOMS ARE 
LIMITED, PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 

Deluxe Atrium Guest Room $129.00 

Deluxe Atrium Guest Room $124.00 

Sponsors & Exhibitors 

Sponsorship Opportunities: 
 Pinnacle Sponsor:  $7,000 
 Champion Sponsor:  $5,000 
 Supporter:  $2,000 
 Hole Sponsor:  $100 
 
Exhibitor Opportunities: 
 Exhibitor Registration:  $1,000 
  
Booths will be confirmed on a first come, first 
paid basis. 
 
Please visit www.lfdaweb.org to download the 
Sponsor & Exhibitor Opportunity Flyer and 
Registration form. 
 
Questions?   
Contact Kathleen O’Regan at the LFDA office.   
(225) 767-7640 or info@lfdaweb.org 

Thank You to Our Current Sponsors & Exhibitors 
Exhibitors: 
• Messenger 
• Unity Financial Life Insurance Company 
• Security National Life 
• Bass-Mollett Publishers 
• Pierce Companies 

Supporter Sponsor: 
• Batesville 
 
Golf Hole Sponsor: 
• Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency  



P.O. Box 82531 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Phone:  225.767.7640 
Fax:  225.767.7648 
lfda@lfdaweb.org 
www.lfdaweb.org 

April 28, 2011 
 
 
June 26-28, 2011 
 
 
July 10-13, 2011 
 
 
October, 2011 
 
 
October 23-26, 2011 
 

North District Spring Meeting 
 
 
LFDA Annual Convention 
 
 
NFDA Leadership Conference 
 
 
LFDA Fall Meeting 
 
 
NFDA International Convention & 
Expo 

Tunk’s Seafood Restaurant 
Alexandria, LA 
 
Paragon Casino Resort 
Marksville, LA 
 
Coeur d’Alene Golf & Spa Resort 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 
 
TBD 
 
 
Chicago, IL 

Upcoming Events 

For more information on upcoming events, please visit www.lfdaweb.org 
Questions?  Contact the LFDA office at (225) 767-7640 


