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As I wrap up my year, I just wanted to take the time to let everyone know how much I 
appreciated the opportunity to serve as your LFDA President.  It not only gave me 
valuable experience, but it also allowed me to follow in the footsteps of my father 
who served on the board as president many years ago. It was a blessing and a 
learning experience that I will forever treasure.   
 
We put together a great team of committees that made the year productive and 
progressive.  One thing I did learn is that we have dedicated and concerned 
members who are willing to go the extra mile with great enthusiasm.  Without the 
support and dedication of our members the funeral industry could not function on such 
a fair and just level as it does today.  Special thanks to our legislative committee 
who worked tirelessly this year battling many tough issues. 
 
The New Orleans convention was a great success.  We had a wonderful turnout, 
great company and good weather.  Once again our speakers were interesting and 
informative.  I can not stress enough how much these speakers bring forth valuable 
information that we can use in our own funeral homes.  Connecting with your peers is 
always a great way to be in the know of the new trends in the funeral industry. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish Butch Mulhearn the best of luck during his term as LFDA 
President.  Enjoy the experience and sleep with your phone nearby!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictured above, Jarrod Gardiner accepting the Past President’s plaque at the LFDA 

2010 Annual Convention Banquet.  The award was presented by John D. Reed Sr. on 
behalf of the National Funeral Directors Association 
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Jarrod J. Gardiner 
LFDA President 

A Message From the President 

“IT WAS A 
BLESSING AND 
A LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE 
THAT I WILL 
FOREVER 
TREASURE.” 



As your staff, we have been learning about LFDA and working to grow the association. The 2010 Annual 
Convention was a great success and we enjoyed meeting all the exhibitors and attendees. Despite the weather 
issues throughout the week, we passed a great time.  Although the weather did not cooperate on Sunday, we 
moved the seafood boil inside and were able to give the exhibitors some additional face time with the 
attendees. We hope everyone enjoyed the bingo sheets and the door prize drawings. Who would have thought 
you could win a laptop just for talking to other people? 
We have been working with the Communications Committee to help enhance the LFDA website.  Most recently 
LFDA has added online registration to the website which will allow you to register and pay for your 
membership and events online.  In addition, each district now has their own page where we will post meeting 
notices and previous meeting minutes along with other meeting information. If there is something you can’t find 
on the website, please contact us at 225-767-7640 and we will get that information to you. Please make sure 
to regularly visit the LFDA website at www.lfdaweb.org. 
Also, we have a new board of directors and we are excited to work with the new leadership. LFDA staff was 
able to visit with many of you at the convention and we look forward to helping implement the ideas you have. 
Thank you to all the sponsors of the Annual Convention. Without you, our meetings wouldn’t be such a success. 
Please make an effort to join NFDA at the International Convention and Expo in New Orleans, LA. It will be a 
great time. 

David Tatman, Executive Director 

The Louisiana Funeral Directors Association (LFDA) provides the standards, ethics, protection and 
regulation of funeral service in Louisiana through the education of Funeral Directors, Consumers and 

various branches of Government by creating an environment for discussion, fraternalism, professional 
mutual improvements and social interaction. 
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The House Energy and Commerce Committee met to consider and vote on the "Bereaved 
Consumer's Bill of Rights Act of 2009" (H.R. 3655). The bill was pulled from consideration at 
the request of its primary sponsor, Rep. Bobby Rush, D-Ill., because of his concern and 
opposition to an amendment, co-sponsored by Representatives Phil Gingrey, R-Ga., and 
Jane Harmon, D-Calif., to exempt non-profit religious cemeteries from the bill. Rush was 
concerned that for-profit cemetery operators could use the exemption to escape the 
requirements of the rule. While there was bipartisan support for the bill, and it most likely 
would have passed had the amendment not been introduced, it was pulled so committee 
staff could draft language that would address the concerns of Rush, Gingrey and Harmon. 
The committee will bring H.R 3655 back up for consideration when agreement on an 
acceptable amendment has been drafted, which is expected to be in the next few weeks. It 
is, therefore, vital that you contact your representatives to demonstrate your support for this 
important legislation. The coming weeks will be critical to passage of this bill in the House.  

What is H.R. 3655? H.R. 3655 would require the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to initiate 
a separate rule covering all sellers of funeral or burial goods or services, including 
cemeteries, crematories and third-party sellers of funeral or burial goods or services.  

Why support H.R. 3655? If passed, H.R. 3655 would require the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) to initiate a separate rule covering all sellers of funeral or burial goods or services. If 
passed, this bill would protect families by requiring cemeteries, crematories and third-party 
providers to provide the same minimum disclosures you are required to provide under the 
FTC Funeral Rule. H.R. 3655 would not impose new fines or penalties on funeral homes. The 
fines that would apply to other providers under H.R. 3655 are the same that apply to you 
under the Funeral Rule. Few, if any, funeral homes have ever received the maximum fine, 
and no funeral home has been put out of business because of a fine.  

What will happen if H.R. 3655 does not pass? If H.R. 3655 does not pass, it would leave a 
critical part of funeral service lacking federal regulation. In a dramatically changed 
marketplace, with new and non-traditional sellers offering many more choices for purchasing 
funeral or burial goods or services, consumers take a risk in dealing with these providers in a 
lightly, and sometimes even unregulated, environment.  

What can I do to support passage of H.R. 3655? For years, NFDA members have asked the 
association, their legislators and the FTC May Flowers Inside this issue: Urgent Action Needed 
1 Last Call 2 Straw Poll Results 3 Contact Information 4 The Communicare to elevate 
professional practices for all sellers of funeral or burial goods or services by expanding the 
Funeral Rule. This is your chance to make this happen! Tomorrow may be too late!  

 

NFDA needs you to take the following action immediately:  

1) Use NFDA's Congress-at- Click tool to send a pre-written email to your representative. 
Go to www.nfda.org/congressat- a-click and click on "Take Action."  

2) Call the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee at 202-225-2927 and 202-225-
3641 to express your support of H.R. 3655 – you need to call BOTH numbers.  

3) Call your member of Congress and tell him/her to contact the Energy and Commerce 
Committee to express support for H.R. 3655. (Contact info for your congressman is 
easily found using Congress-ata- Click, www.nfda.org/congress-at-a-click.)  

4) Tell your funeral service friends, colleagues and employees and ask them to take action 
in support of H.R. 3655 today! If your friends and colleagues are not NFDA If you have 
questions about this bill; you can contact John or Lesley at 800-228-6332 

URGENT ACTION NEEDED TO PROTECT CONSUMERS 
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“Bereaved 
Consumer’s Bill 
of  Rights Act of  
2009”  
(H.R. 3655) 
pulled from 
consideration…” 

Craig Gill 
Policy Board  

Representative 

Policy Board In Review 



David Tatman 
LFDA Legislative 

Lobbyist 

The 2010 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature adjourned Sine Die at 6:00 p.m. 
on June 21, 2010.  Legislators considered 2,301 bills during the eighty-five day regular 
session; 1,493 House Bills and 808 Senate Bills.  The Louisiana Funeral Directors tracked 
23 bills that related to the death and dying industry in Louisiana.  
The most significant bill during the legislative session was SB 613 by Senator Francis 
Thompson which provides relative to the sale of caskets in certain circumstances.  The 
legislation was promoted by the St. Joseph’s Abbey.  The legislation, as originally filed, 
would have allowed a Louisiana, non-profit corporation organized for a civic, charitable 
or religious purpose which is registered with the Secretary of State to construct, market, 
display and sell caskets that it constructs in Louisiana directly to the public.  Leaders of 
the Louisiana Funeral Directors met with the proponents of the bill and Senator Thompson 
on numerous occasions in an attempt to work with the Abbey on this issue.  While the issue 
is ongoing, the legislation never moved and was never debated during the legislative 
session.  It is expected that this will continue to be a major issue for our industry in 
Louisiana.  
The LFDA had two bills that were developed and supported by the association.  HB 436 
by Rep. Ritchie provided for licensure of out of state funeral directors.  The legislation 
addressed an issue that prohibited individuals who were not residents of Louisiana from 
being a funeral director.  The legislation allowed non-residents to become licensed 
Louisiana Funeral Directors as long as they conduct their activities with a duly Incensed 
Louisiana funeral establishment.  The other LFDA bill was HB 451 by Rep. Ritchie which 
provided for changes to the regulation of solicitation by a funeral home.  This is 
legislation that was developed over the past year by the LFDA as a result of legislation 
that was filed in the 2009 session.  The legislation updated the statute on solicitation and 
inducement in Louisiana Law.  
The other major bill during the 2010 Regular Session was HB 1302 by Rep. Henry Burns.  
HB 1302 provided for the order by which individuals can direct the manner and 
disposition of the remains of a military decedent.  This legislation was brought forth by 
the United States Department of Defense.  It would have placed the DD Form 93, Record 
of Emergency Data, above all others in the law with regard to disposition of the remains 
of a Louisiana resident in active military service.  The legislation was specific to 
cemeteries as filed, but was to be amended to address all aspects of a military 
decedent.  The LFDA Legislative Committee met with the Department of Defense and Rep. 
Burns on numerous occasions to explain the problems with the legislation.  The legislation 
was eventually deferred in the Senate Commerce Committee.  A study resolution was 
created by Sen. Riser and the issue will be studied in the interim. SCR 105 by Sen. Riser is 
a study regarding the order by which individuals can direct the manner and disposition of 
the human remains of a military decedent.  This is an issue we will see again in the 
legislative process.   
The 2010 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature was a very busy one.  Special 
thanks go out to our LFDA Legislative Committee who worked tirelessly to address 
legislation that would impact our industry.  Senator Neil Riser and Representative Harold 
Ritchie worked very hard during the legislative process and have provided tremendous 
support and leadership in our industry.  Being a legislator is a thankless job.  We would 
ask that you send them a note of appreciation and let them know what they are doing is 
important for our state, our industry and the people of Louisiana. 

2010 Regular Session of  the Louisiana Legislature 
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Meet LFDA’s 2010-2011 Board of  Directors 
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Peter “Butch” G. Mulhearn 
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Joel Swisher 
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Southeast Governor 
W. Patrick Mack 
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Edward J. Fielding, III. 
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Jarrod J. Gardiner 
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David J. Delahoussaye 
Mulhearn Funeral Home 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer 
Nicole Charlet Wilcher 
Charlet Funeral Home 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Southwest Governor 
Casey Melancon 

Melancon Funeral Home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Governor 
Kyle Diechman 

Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral 
Home 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary 
R.T. Delhomme 

Martin & Castille Funeral 
Home 

 
 
 
 

The LFDA 2010-2011 
Board of  Directors 

was recently Installed 
at the 2010 Annual 

Convention by John D. 
Reed Sr., NFDA 
Representative. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

CULLEN INVESTMENT GROUP  
LIMITED 

  

►Financial Planning 
►Retirement Planning 
►Fee Based Asset Management 
►Certificates of Deposit & Annuities 
►Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds  

  
  
     Roy J. Geesey-LFDA Member                          Stephen L. Nickel 
        roy@cullenonline.com                          stephen@cullenonline.com 

 
521 SW Court Circle 
Crowley, LA 70526 

Phone 337-785-0960 Fax 337-785-9497 
  

Securities offered through  
CULLEN INVESTMENT GROUP LIMITED 

1404 South College Road 
Lafayette, LA 70505 

Member FINRA/SIPC 

  



NFDA Holds the Line on 
2010 Convention 
Registration Fees,  

Offers Hotel Rates Starting 
at $129 per Night  

Brookfield, Wis. – Mindful 
that many funeral 
professionals are still keeping 
a close eye on business 
expenses and their bottom 
lines, the National Funeral 
Directors Association (NFDA) 
is keeping registration fees 
for its International 
Convention & Expo at their 
2009 level; the 2009 
registration fees were, in 
most cases, less than the 
registration fees for both the 
2007 and 2008 conventions. 
Hotels for the 2010 
convention, which will be held 
October 10-13 at the Ernest 
N. Morial Convention Center 
in New Orleans, are also 
more affordable than ever, 
with per night rates starting 
at $129 plus tax. New this 
year, select registrations will 
include $10 food vouchers 
that may be redeemed at 
concession stands in the Expo 
Hall.  

The theme of the 2010 NFDA 
International Convention & 
Expo is “Your business. 
Better.” Convention attendees 
will benefit from nearly 40 
engaging and interactive 
educational sessions led by 
the most knowledgeable, 
creative and resourceful 
minds in the profession. The 
convention features the 
widest variety of workshops 
anywhere, covering the issues 
that matter most: technical 
skills, cremation, business 
operations, profitability, 
green funerals, preneed, pet 
services, cemetery 

management and more. The 
gathering also features the 
world’s largest annual 
funeral service expo, which 
highlights the newest profit-
boosting products, services 
and business solutions. 

Reserve Your Hotel Today 

NFDA’s convention hotels are 
now accepting reservations. 
NFDA has secured hotel room 
rates that start at $129, plus 
tax, per night. NFDA’s official 
convention hotels are: 

Hilton New Orleans Riverside 
(Host Hotel) 

This hotel, located one block 
from the convention center, 
features two outdoor pools; a 
90,000 sq. ft. Health Club by 
Hilton; a full-service business 
center; the River Blends Café, 
proudly serving Starbucks; 
Drago's Seafood; SPIRITS 
Bar; and two extensive gift 
shops. Exclusive NFDA rate: 
$217 per night, plus tax. 
Attendees may reserve their 
room by calling 504-561-
0500 and asking to be 
placed in the NFDA room 
block.  

New Orleans Marriott at the 
Convention Center 

Located in the vibrant Arts 
District, this hotel is within 
walking distance of the 
French Quarter, Harrah's 
Casino, and the city's finest 
shopping and dining 
establishments. This hotel is 
directly across the street from 
the convention center and 
features a rooftop swimming 
pool; fitness center; a 
Starbucks coffee shop; a self-
service business center; and 
Wolfe's In the Warehouse, a 
restaurant that serves 
contemporary Creole cuisine. 

Exclusive NFDA rate: $149 
per night, plus tax. Attendees 
may reserve their room by 
calling 504-613-2888 and 
asking to be placed in the 
NFDA room block. 

Marriott Courtyard – 
Convention Center 

Located just two blocks from 
the convention center, this 
hotel features free WiFi in all 
public spaces, a 24/7 
market, fitness center and a 
24-hour shuttle to the airport. 
Exclusive NFDA rate: 
$129.00 per night, plus tax 
single/double; additional 
person: $20.00. Attendees 
may reserve their room by 
calling 504-598-9898 and 
asking to be placed in the 
NFDA room block. 

Residence Inn by Marriott New 
Orleans Convention Center 

Located in the heart of the 
Warehouse/Arts District, and 
just three blocks from the 
convention center, this hotel 
features one- and two-
bedroom suites with full 
kitchens that include 
refrigerators, ranges and 
microwaves; complimentary 
breakfast buffet; outdoor 
swimming and recreation at 
its exclusive SportsCourt; 
complimentary in-suite wired 
and wireless high-speed 
Internet; and a 24-hour grab
-and-go market. Exclusive 
NFDA rate: $129.00 per 
night, plus tax single/double; 
additional person: $20.00. 
Attendees may reserve their 
room by calling 504-522-
1300 and asking to be 
placed in the NFDA room 
block. 

 

Continued on Page 9... 

NFDA National Convention & Expo 
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NFDA International 
Convention & Expo attendees 
can also reserve rooms at 
any of the convention hotels 
by visiting www.nfda.org/
neworleans2010, clicking on 
the “Hotel/Travel” link, and 
selecting the “Online 
Reservations” link for their 
hotel of choice. 

About New Orleans  

The city of New Orleans – 
with world-renown 
restaurants, nightlife, history 
and culture – is back and 
open for business. The 
authentic culture of New 
Orleans creates a dynamic 
experience that is vibrant 
and unlike that of any other 
American city.  

There are now more dining 
options in New Orleans than 
ever before. More than 980 
restaurants – from four-star 
cuisine to corner po-boy 
shops – take food beyond 
sustenance and elevate it to 
an art form. Attendees will 

find that the city’s nightlife is 
still second to none. 

New Orleans is the 
birthplace of jazz, the 
country’s only indigenous art 
form. Music in New Orleans 
continues to flourish, and its 
vibrant music scene receives 
raves from critics, visitors and 
locals. New Orleans’ shops 
and boutiques – from the 
French Quarter to Magazine 
Street – offer the finest and 
most eclectic shopping in the 
U.S.  

The celebrated historic core 
of the city – including the 
French Quarter, Central 
Business District, Warehouse 
and Arts District, Magazine 
Street, Garden District, 
Audubon Zoo and Park, and 
the stately St. Charles Avenue 
– is better than ever. The 
cultural riches, sensual 
indulgences and unparalleled 
service that define New 
Orleans continue to flourish 
as they have for centuries.  

Attendees looking for 
information about NFDA’s 
convention host city of New 
Orleans should visit 
www.nfda.org/
neworleans2010 and click on 
the “About New Orleans” 
link.  

NFDA is the leading funeral 
service association, serving 
19,500 individual members 
who represent more than 
10,000 funeral homes in the 
United States and other 
countries. From its 
headquarters in Brookfield, 
Wis. and its Advocacy Office 
in Washington, D.C., NFDA 
provides advocacy, 
education, information, 
products, programs and 
services to help members 
enhance the quality of 
service to families. For more 
information, visit 
www.nfda.org. 

 

 

NFDA National Convention & Expo Continued... 

For more 
information on 

 
• Registration Fee 

Schedule 

• Volunteer 
Opportunities 

 
Visit 

www.lfdaweb.org 
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Louisiana Organ Procurement Agency 
LOPA Tidbits 
For over 107,000 men, women and children tomorrow can not be taken for granted.  These individuals are part 
of a rapidly expanding waiting list for the Gift of Life. Every day 18 people will die waiting on a  
Life-saving organ transplant.   
 
One donor can save 9 lives through organ donation, enhance the lives of 50 people through tissue donation, 
and give sight to 2 others through cornea donation. 
 
Make your decision today to be an organ and tissue donor.  Talk with your family about your decision so they 
know of your wish to give the Gift of Life.   
 
For more information on organ and tissue donation, or to register to become a donor, visit www.lopa.org or call 
800.521.GIVE 

Despite 82 rain days throughout the construction phase, Walters Funeral Home opened its doors for business. The funeral home, 
which is the first new funeral business to open in Lafayette in ten years, is located in Upper Lafayette on North University near 
Greenlawn Memorial Park.  

Fulfilling a lifelong dream of owning his own funeral home, local funeral industry expert Gene Walters will serve as owner/
manager of the facility, imparting his vast knowledge of the business to his two children, Ross and Cecile. 

Says Walters, "With the growth in the economy and population of this region, I felt certain Lafayette could support another 
funeral home," a sentiment echoed by City Parish President Joey Durel and Greater Lafayette Chamber of Commerce President 
Rob Guidry at the ribbon cutting. "When Ross approached me with his intentions to attend mortuary school, we began formulating 
plans to open our own business."  

Spacious corridors flooded in pleasing natural light, parlors with sound proof walls, and a chapel equipped with a state of the art 
sound system that seats 222 people are just a few of the features of Walters Funeral Home. "We focused on making our place 
feel more spacious and airy- more like a person's home than a funeral parlor- so that during our families' most critical time of 
need they feel as comfortable and relaxed as possible." The company complemented this vision with technological trends in the 
industry such as mounted flat screen televisions for memorialization DVDs to play during visitations and funeral merchandise 
selections including caskets, urns and other keepsakes completed through a "virtual showplace."  He explains, "The selection of 
caskets and other merchandise is conducted right in our arrangement offices on flat screen monitors, with delivery from the 
vendors' warehouses in a matter of hours. Not holding inventory onsite allows us to give more choices to the consumer." 

Walters Funeral Home is a family owned business specializing in traditional burials, cremation services and celebration of life 
ceremonies. Walters Funeral Home can be reached at 337-706-8941. For more information, please visit www.waltersfh.com.  

For Immediate Release 

Pictured left to 
right are: B. 

Ross Walters, 
Gene Walters, 
Phyllis Walters, 
Cecile Walters 

Hebert and 
Matt Hebert. 

Gene Walters, 
owner of 

Walters Funeral 
Home, cuts the 
ribbon to open 
his new business 

in Upper 
Lafayette. 

Walters Funeral Home opens its doors in Upper Lafayette 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Tracy Carpenter Schexnaydre, Ascension 
Funeral Home in Gonzales, who recently earned the designation of 
Certified Funeral Service Practitioner (CFSP).   
Tracy Carpenter Schexnaydre, CFSP has completed 180 hours of 
continuing education requirements.  John D. Reed, Sr. helped LFDA 
honor Tracy during the 2010 Annual Convention by fastening the 
CFSP pin upon Tracy as a tangible symbol of this significant and 
outstanding accomplishment (Pictured left).  
During the presentation, Mr. Reed stated, “Even in instances where 
states may not have formal continuing education requirements, 
funeral professionals across the country participate voluntarily.  The 
fact that they have joined the Academy of Professional Funeral 

Service Practice and worked toward this goal of certification shows that they believe in continuing education, 
but more importantly, the goals of the Academy.” 

 

Other Academy members that have recently earned their CFSP designation include: 

• Suzanne Seitz-Behan, Royal Oak, MI 

• Michael Dean, Pocomoke City, MD 

• Kathleen Shaffer, Dayton, OH 

• Melodie Boyd Reeves, Hope Mills, NC 

LFDA’s Newest Certified Funeral Service Practitioner 

Academy of  Professional Funeral Service Practice 



 

PITTSBURGH – (April 21, 2010) – 
Matthews International today announced 
the appointment of Michael Eddy as vice 
president, national accounts and 
international sales for the Memorialization 
Group.  Eddy has more than 25 years of 
experience as a funeral director and also 
has served in a sales and marketing 
capacity at Matthews for several years.  
He will report directly to Rob Newcombe, 
president of Matthews Cemetery Products.  
 
Eddy will work closely with cemetery and 
funeral home product management, as 
well as with the Matthews sales force, to 
develop and implement share growth 
programs that allow consolidator and 
combo customers to capitalize on 
Matthews’ full line of products and 
services.  He also will be responsible for 
securing new government contracts – such 
as bronze memorials for U.S. veterans – 
and overseeing international sales of 
funeral and cemetery products. 
  
“Mike’s extensive history with the 
Matthews organization and knowledge of 
our customer base makes him a valuable 
asset as we continue to innovate our 
product line and identify other areas for 
strategic growth,” said Newcombe.  “He 
brings to this leadership position both a 
strong network of international and 
governmental contacts, as well as superior 
customer service and communications 
skills.” 
 
Prior to being named vice president, Eddy 
served as eastern district manager for 
Matthews.  As a licensed funeral director 
of more than 25 years, he has assisted 
consumers throughout New York and 
Florida in selecting memorialization 
options for themselves and their loved 
ones.  Eddy also served as the director of 
sales and marketing at the Osceola 
Memory Gardens in Kissimmee, Fla., a 
network of four funeral homes and one 
cemetery. 
 
“Matthews has the most responsive and 
talented sales force in the industry,” said 
Eddy.  “I look forward to continuing to 
work with this team to develop new 
growth opportunities and provide our 
customers with a full offering of solutions 
to positively impact their bottom lines.”     
 
Matthews International products are 
offered exclusively through the company’s 
cemetery and funeral home customers and 

its authorized distributors across the 
United States and Canada.  For more 
information, call 800.223.4964 or visit 
www.matw.com. 
 
About Matthews International Corporation 
Matthews International Corporation, 
headquartered in Pittsburgh, Pa, is a 
designer, manufacturer and marketer 
principally of memorialization products 
and brand solutions. Memorialization 
products consist primarily of bronze 
memorials and other memorialization 
products, caskets and cremation 
equipment for the cemetery and funeral 
home industries.  Brand solutions include 
graphics imaging products and services, 
marking products and merchandising 
solutions. The company's products and 
services include cast bronze memorials 
and other memorialization products; 

Matthews International Names Michael Eddy as Vice President of  Memorialization Group 
caskets; cast and etched architectural 
products; cremation equipment and 
cremation-related products; mausoleums; 
brand management, printing plates, pre-
press services and imaging services for the 
primary packaging and corrugated 
industries; marking and coding equipment 
and consumables, and industrial 
automation products for identifying, 
tracking and conveying various consumer 
and industrial products, components and 
packaging containers; and merchandising 
display systems and marketing and design 
services. 



A Funeral Mass for Ellen Ramsey Gillum, 87, of Ruston, LA will be 10:00 A.M. Monday, May 14, 2010 at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Church with Father Blane O’Neill, OFM officiating the service. Interment will follow in the Farmerville City Cemetery in 
Farmerville, LA under the direction of Kilpatrick Funeral Home of Ruston, LA. 

Mrs. Gillum was born in Farmerville, La on December 3, 1922 to Dr. and Mrs. George A. Ramsey and died in Ruston, LA on June 
11, 2010 following a lengthy illness.   

She was a lifelong member of St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church and a member of the St. Thomas Women’s Guild. Ellen’s 
favorite hobbies were working outside gardening, playing bridge with a group of her friends and in later years playing games 
of solitaire at her kitchen table. She also enjoyed spending time with her grandchildren putting puzzles together. Ellen so enjoyed 
visiting with her friends over a good cup of coffee whether it was during the day or late at night. She was a wonderful wife, 
mother, grandmother, and great grandmother. What stories she could tell and the children loved to hear them. 

Ellen is preceded in death by her parents, Dr. George A. Ramsey and Oma Goodson Ramsey; brother, George A. Ramsey Jr.; 
husbands, Jack P. Voitier and Edwin F. Gillum; daughter, Mary Ellen Voitier Bass; son-in-law, Aylmer Rainwater; granddaughter, 
Jennifer Melise Bass; and nephew, Christopher Ramsey.She is survived by her children: George E. Gillum and wife Pat of Ruston, 
LA; Virginia Gillum Rainwater of Ruston, LA; Billy Gillum and wife Denise of Kilgore, TX; grandchildren: David Bass, Laurie Bass 
Evans and husband Kyle, Katie Bass Blankenship and husband Chad, Scott Gillum and wife Melissa, Becky Gillum Smith and 
husband Hunter, Michael Gillum, Libby Rainwater Lindsey and husband Lile, Lee Rainwater and wife Carolyn, Lindsey Gillum, 
Gabe Gillum and wife Jessica, step grandchild, Trey Battaglia; 10 great grandchildren; 3 step great grandchildren; sister-in-law, 
Shirley Ramsey of Jacksonville, FL; two nieces; and many other family and friends. 

The family would like to express great appreciation for the love, care, and thoughtfulness given to their mother at the Russ House, 
Carroll Home Health, Ruston Nursing and Rehab Center, and North Louisiana Medical Center.Memorials maybe made to the St. 
Thomas Building Fund or to the charity of your choice. 

Pallbearers will be David Bass, Scott Gillum, Michael Gillum, Lee Rainwater, Gabe Gillum, Chad Blankenship, Kyle Evans, Lile 
Lindsey, Hunter Smith, and Doug Bass.Honorary pallbearers will be James Anderson, Donald Colvin, James Liberatos, Jim Mitchell, 
and Johnny Mitchell. 

Visitation will be from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM Sunday, June 13, 2010 with a Vigil Service at 7:00 P.M. at Kilpatrick Funeral Home in 
Ruston. 

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.kilpatrickfuneralhomes.com. 

Mrs. Ellen Ramsey Gillum 

Obituaries 

Funeral service for N. L. 'Hoss' Vercher, Jr. was held 3 PM Monday, May 24, 2010 in The Minor Basilica of The 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church at Natchitoches, La. Burial was in Memory Lawn Cemetery at Natchitoches, 
La. 

Visitation was held Sunday, May 23, 2010 from 4 PM until 8 PM with a rosary at 7 PM and visitation on Monday, 
May 24, 2010 from 8 AM until 2 PM in Blanchard St. Denis Funeral Home. 

Mr. Vercher, 84, of Natchitoches, La., died Saturday, May 22, 2010, at Natchitoches Regional Medical Center in 
Natchitoches, La. Mr. Vercher was a native and lifelong resident of Natchitoches, La. He was a retired rural carrier 
for the U. S. Postal Service with 38 years of service and a longtime funeral director for Blanchard St. Denis Funeral 
Home. He was a lifelong member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. He was a veteran of World War II 
serving in the U. S. Army. He received a purple heart during his tour of duty in Italy. 

He was preceded in death by parents, Nicholas Lynn Vercher, Sr. and Amie Lucille McNaughton Vercher; one great-grandchild, 
Autumn Allard. 

He is survived by his wife of 59 and a half years, Billie Rae Grayson Vercher of Natchitoches, La.; two daughters, Debbie Ralston and 
husband Bruce and Mary Ralston and husband Bob all of Natchitoches, La.; four sons, Ronnie Vercher of Mooringsport, La.; Tommy 
Vercher and wife Lisa of Natchitoches, La., Donnie Vercher and wife Kayron of Shreveport, La., and John Vercher and wife Amy of 
Marthaville, La. eleven grandchildren, Garrick Vercher, Amie Zsimovan, Susie Turner, Jessica Garcia, Erin Ralston, Lauren Ralston, Tyler 
Ralston, Alicia Harris, Stephen Allard, Stephanie Allard, Staci Allard; eight great-grandchildren, Zeke Zsimovan, Daniel Garcia, 
Morgan Garcia, Dylan Richardson, Caleb Richardson, Summer Richardson, Will Harris, Anna Harris. 

Pallbearers will be Bob Ralston, Bruce Ralston, George Lambert, Tommy Vercher, Garrick Vercher, and Tyler Ralston. Honorary 
pallbearers will George Grayson, John Grayson, Larry Broadwater, J. W. Smith, Jr. David Smith, Bruce Kitchens, Brian Carroll, Mike 
Murphy, Dwane Murphy, L. E. Sklar, and Charles D. Perot. 

Memorials may be made to The Minor Basilica of The Immaculate Conception Church. 

N.L. ‘Hoss’ Vercher, Jr. 



Classified ads are provided as a 
complimentary service to LFDA members. 

Ads will run for one issue, unless an extension 
is requested. 

 
To place your classified ad, send a Word 

document with the information to: 
 

LFDA News 
P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Or Email: info@lfdaweb.org 

 
The ad will appear in the following 

newsletter. The printed ad should not be 
deemed to constitute a recommendation or 

endorsement of any type by LFDA. 

Classifieds 

Lance Michael David was recently selected to be LFDA’s 2010 scholarship recipient.   

Lance, along with his family, attended the 2010 Annual Convention Banquet at the 
Bourbon Orleans Hotel in New Orleans where his accomplishments were recognized.  
Pictured to the right is Lance David accepting his scholarship certificate and check from 
LFDA’s President, Jarrod Gardiner.   

Lance will continue his studies at Commonwealth Institute of Funeral Service while 
serving his apprenticeship at David Funeral Home in New Iberia along side his family.  
As he stated in his scholarship essay and in his acceptance speech the night of the 
banquet, Lance plans to continue the traditions that his grand paw, Dennis David, 
began David Funeral Home and the legacy he left behind. 

LFDA extends a special Congratulations to Lance on his scholastic accomplishments and 
wishes him the best of luck in his future endeavors!  

 

 

Louisiana residents interested in a scholarship application for mortuary school please contact: 
LFDA Scholarship Committee 

P.O. Box 82531, Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Phone: 225-767-7640 
Fax:  (225) 767-7648 

Email:  info@lfdaweb.org 

Gerald M. Robbins Sr. Scholarship 
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The Memorial Service 
concluded with a Jazz 
Procession led by the Algiers 
Brass Band in the pool 
courtyard. 

Each day was filled with 
educational opportunities 
from experts in the funeral 
industry.  Speakers from 
across the U.S. came to share 
their knowledge at the 
convention.  A special thanks 
to Batesville, LOPA, LifeNet 
Health and Aurora Casket 
Company for taking time out 
of their busy schedules to 
share valuable information 
with our members. 

John D. Reed Sr., CFSP, CPC, 
National Funeral Directors 
Association (NFDA) 
Immediate Past President, 
was the keynote speaker 
during the luncheon on 
Monday afternoon.  He gave 
everyone a brief glimpse into 
the life of owning a funeral 
home in Webster Springs, 
WV and provided valuable 
updates on the current 
activities in NFDA.  A special 
thanks to John and his wife, 
Alice, for taking time out of 
their busy schedule to join us 
at the Annual Convention. 

The exhibit hall stirred up 
excitement amongst all the 
attendees.  While networking 
during the Exhibit Hall 
Viewing, attendees 
participated in Exhibitor 
Bingo among the 19 booths 
for their chance to win 
exciting door prizes.  Thank 
you to all our vendors and 
door prize sponsors that 

“Laissez Les Bon Temps 
Roulez” with LFDA as 
attendees took a step into the 
culture, cuisine and history of 
New Orleans at the 2010 
Annual Convention that was 
held June 6 - 8 at the 
Bourbon Orleans Hotel, 
located in the heart of the 
French Quarter. 

The convention kicked off 
with LFDA’s Annual Golf 
Tournament that was held at 
the Audubon Golf Club in 
uptown New Orleans.  
Despite the heat and 
humidity, it was a competitive 
tournament and Gerry 
Schoen, Gary Tranchina, Louis 
Muhleisen and John Frabhiele 
came in 1st place.  
Congratulations!  Thank you 
to our golf sponsors:  Aurora, 
Bass-Mollett Publishers and 
Security National Life. 

What is a New Orleans 
summer without a traditional 
seafood boil?  Sunday 
evening, attendees were 
welcomed with a feast of 
New Orleans seafood in our 
Exhibitor Hall.  Providing 
entertainment was the 
Absolute Brew Trio Jazz 
Band. 

Monday morning began with 
a Memorial Service honoring 
Mr. Sammy R. Fordham, Mr. 
Douglas Kees and Mr. 
Kenneth Dale Kilpatrick.  
Family and friends gathered 
while Revered Paul Hart lead 
everyone in a touching 
service followed by a 
slideshow, organized by 
Edward Muhleisen, honoring 
those that had passed away.  

participated this year to 
make the Exhibit Hall a 
success.  Among some of the 
prizes was a Notebook 
Computer donated by Bass-
Mollett Publishers, a 5 night 
stay at a vacation home in 
Crested Butte, CO donated 
by COFCO and other 
miscellaneous gifts donated 
by Selected Funeral and Life 
Insurance Company. 

The convention concluded 
with the Installation banquet 
where many of our members 
were honored including our 
2010-2011 Board of 
Directors.  John D. Reed 
presented Jarrod Gardiner 
with a past president’s 
plaque for his outstanding 
service to LFDA during his 
term as president. 

On behalf of LFDA, thank you 
to our sponsors.  Your support 
makes it possible to continue 
to bring quality programs 
and networking opportunities 
to LFDA.  We hope all of our 
attendees gained valuable 
knowledge in the industry, 
created lasting relationships 
and enjoyed the sights and 
sounds of New Orleans. 

For upcoming events hosted 
by LFDA please visit 
www.lfdaweb.org. 

LFDA 2010 Annual Convention Highlights 

Laissez Les bon Temps Roulez! 

Classic New Orleans Cajun Boil  
Welcome Reception 

Memorial Service 

Exhibitor Show Room 



Mr. Boyd Mothe, Sr. was 
awarded the C.A. Charlet 
Funeral Director of the Year 
award at the Annual 
Convention Banquet held 
Tuesday evening.   

The Funeral Director of the 
Year award is given to the 
funeral director regarded by 
others as a role model, goes 
above and beyond the call 
of their everyday work to 
make a difference and is an 
exceptional and dedicated 
volunteer that has made 
outstanding contributions to 

the advancement of the 
funeral profession.   

Boyd Mothe, Sr. was the 
choice for the C.A. Charlet 
Award because of his tireless 
work with legislation, 
dedication and distinguished 
service to LFDA.   

His son, Boyd Mothe, Jr. gave 
a touching speech recounting  
his father’s involvement in the 
funeral industry and active 
participation with LFDA 
before presenting his father 
with this distinctive award.   

His family was all in 
attendance to help 
celebrate his 
acceptance of this 
special award.  

Congratulations, Boyd 
Mothe Sr. and thank 
you for your 
continuous support of 
LFDA! 

June 21, 2010 
 
 
July 11-14, 2010 
 
 
October 10-13, 2010 
 

Legislative Session Ends 
 
 
NFDA 2010 Leadership 
Conference 
 
NFDA 2010 International 
Convention & Expo 

Baton Rouge, LA 
 
 
Hyatt Regency Chesapeake 
Bay Resort, Cambridge, MD 
 
Ernest N. Morial Convention 
Center, New Orleans, LA 

C.A. Charlet Funeral Director of  the Year Award 

Certificate of  Excellence 

Congratulations to (pictured from left to right with President, Jarrod Gardiner) 
Mulhearn Funeral Home, Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral Home, Martin & Castille 
Funeral Home, Geesey– Ferguson Funeral Home and Kilpatrick Funeral Home 
who were awarded the “Certificate of Excellence.”    

The Certificate of Excellence program recognizes the accomplishments in funeral 
service and of LFDA member firms throughout Louisiana who are involved in 
educational and community outreach programs as well active participants at 
conventions, conferences, seminars and meetings. 
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LFDA 2010 Annual Convention 

Upcoming Events 

For more information on upcoming events, please visit www.lfdaweb.org 
Questions?  Contact the LFDA office at (225) 767-7640 



ATTENTION! 
Do not miss out on the chance to promote your business in the Louisiana Funeral 

Directors Quarterly Newsletter.  As an advertiser, you will receive the opportunity 
to  provide target advertising to businesses and supply valuable information 
within your industry.   Don’t be the only vendor left out.  Place an ad today! 

Advertise in the LFDA Newsletter 

ADVERTISING OPTIONS:  (Check the appropriate box) 

Please return this form with your check made payable to:  

 
Louisiana Funeral Directors Association 

P.O. Box 82531 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884 

Email:  info@lfdaweb.org / Phone:  (225) 767-7640 / Fax:  (225) 767-7648 
 

* Payment must be received prior to submission deadline*  

Page Size Price Per Issue Yearly Price 
1/8 Page □ $60.00 □ $240.00 
1/4 Page □ $105.00 □ $420.00 
1/2 Page □ $190.00 □ $760.00 
Full Page □ $375.00 □ $1,500.00 

Name 

Address 

Phone Fax 

Email 

Company 

City, State Zip 

CONTACT INFORMATION:   

DEADLINES for ARTICLES AND ADVERTISEMENTS: 
Newsletter Issues: Deadline for Submissions: 

Winter Issue December 1 

Spring Issue March 1 

Summer Issue June 1 

Fall Issue September 1 





P.O. Box 82531 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Phone:  225.767.7640 
Fax:  225.767.7648 
lfda@lfdaweb.org 
www.lfdaweb.org 

Thank you to our 2010 Annual Convention Sponsors 
Supporters 

Golf  Sponsors 

Exhibitors 
Aurora 

Bass-Mollett Publishers 
Batesville 

Bourgeois Casket Company 
COFCO, Inc 

Deaton Kennedy 
Delgado Community College 

The Dodge Company 
First National Merchant Solutions 

HPO Enterprises 

Jefferson Financial, LLC 
Matthews Casket Division 
Messenger & Rita Barber 

Miller Coach & Limousine Sales 
Pierce Companies 

Security National Life 
Selected Funeral and Life Insurance Company 

Southwest Airline Cargo 
Unity Financial Life Insurance Company 

Other Sponsors 

Aurora 
Bass-Mollett Publishers 
Security National Life 

Orleans Casket Company 


